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Fig. 7.3.1 B
affi

 and M
o, Redfern
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The new
 and diverse public dom

ain w
ill 

invite the existing and future com
m

unity 
of W

aterloo to grow
 and experience a 

unique place w
here people are proud to 

live, w
ork and play

W
aterloo South, as the first stage of the renew

al of W
aterloo Estate, w

ill set a new
 

benchm
ark for urban renew

al w
ithin Sydney and create a place for a grow

ing 
com

m
unity as part of W

aterloo’s transform
ation.  The public dom

ain strategy 
form

s part of the project proposition to deliver the V
ision and Project O

bjectives 
for the Estate. The public dom

ain response provides a com
prehensive vision 

and strategy for the public dom
ain fram

ew
ork that w

ill help define the Indicative 
C

oncept Proposal for W
aterloo South.
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The public dom
ain and open space w

ill need to prom
ote a sense of health and 

w
ell-being across the diverse com

m
unity by providing high quality and sustainable 

public dom
ain that is safe, w

elcom
ing, accessible and connects people to nature. 

W
aterloo South has the opportunity to create a series of integrated green system

s 
by retaining key existing trees and canopy, m

axim
ising access to open space, 

reinforcing and strengthening district green grid connections, and incorporating 
biophilic design principles (by designing w

ith an understanding of the need 
to connect w

ith nature), to contribute to clim
ate m

itigation and create a healthy, 
liveable urban environm

ent. 

W
aterloo South w

ill need to be a highly w
alkable place. The public dom

ain w
ill 

harness opportunities to create a linked and diverse netw
ork of spaces, and 

deliver a fine grained urban grid, to support and prom
ote a highly w

alkable place. 
O

pportunities for highly activated and diverse streets, lanew
ays and pedestrian 

links w
ill create an urban neighbourhood for people that is safe, w

alkable and 
connected. 

Fig. 7.3.3  TL: C
afe B

reakout, Redfern TR: A
EC

C
A

FE, Kensington Street, Sydney 
 

  B
L: N

ew
 Road, B

righton B
R: N

A
ID

O
C

 W
eek, Redfern

Fig. 7.3.2 TL B
ryant Park, N

YC
 TR: South B

oulevard, C
openhagen, 2016 

 
 B

L: Printing Press C
om

m
unal Roof N

YC
. B

R: C
entral Park, Sydney

C
reate better w

alking environm
ents by activating the public 

dom
ain 

and 
strengthening 

the 
com

m
unity’s 

connection 
w

ith 
W

aterloo at eye level w
hilst providing a safe environm

ent for 
pedestrians and cyclists

Strengthening 
W

aterloo’s 
green 

grid, 
w

hilst 
enhancing 

the 
com

m
unities health and w

ell being w
ithin an urban environm

ent 
by providing connections to nature through public dom

ain and 
open space

C
reating a w

elcom
ing environm

ent 
that w

ill grow
 and change w

ith the 
com

m
unity over tim

e, strengthening 
the existing com

m
unity and creating 

new
 com

m
unities

The public dom
ain and open space responses are guidelines that 

help achieve the project vision and objectives. The five over-arching 
responses 

help 
shape 

public 
dom

ain 
and 

open 
space 

design 
considerations to create a public dom

ain that w
ill function as a binding 

agent for W
aterloo South and the Estate, creating a netw

ork of legible, 
accessible and flexible spaces for people to interact and strengthen 
W

aterloo’s com
m

unity. 
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C
ultural interpretation and integration w

ill be present in num
erous form

s and 
styles including street art, tem

porary events, Indigenous program
m

es and street 
perform

ance. The variety of large and m
ore intim

ately scaled public spaces w
ill 

serve to facilitate these activities by offering a spatial platform
 and occasional 

vertical canvas for the arts to m
anifest. O

f particular im
portance is the capacity for 

Indigenous representation and engagem
ent. Indigenous arts and sculpture w

ill 
provide visual diversity and connect to the past, present and future Indigenous 
presence w

ithin W
aterloo. 
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W
ith an increased global and com

m
unity focus on environm

ent and sustainability, 
ensuring 

W
aterloo 

South 
adopts 

sim
ilar 

attitudes 
is 

prim
ary. 

B
lue-G

reen 
infrastructure includes an extensive approach to street tree planting, understory 
planting, bio-retention and tree pits. This netw

ork of infrastructure w
orks to support 

and im
prove existing habitat arrangem

ents and biodiversity. Integrating elem
ents of 

play and exploration w
ithin the netw

ork prom
otes an aw

areness and presence of 
the netw

ork and infrastructure throughout the com
m

unity.

The public dom
ain and open space netw

ork needs to support the diverse 
com

m
unity by providing an adaptable and flexible public dom

ain netw
ork. W

aterloo 
South presents opportunities to create safe and pleasant connections betw

een 
key destinations for people of all ages w

ith a high level of am
enity, activity and 

inclusiveness.

Fig. 7.3.4 TL: V
ictoria Park, Sydney. TR: Edinburgh Raingarden, M

elbourne 
 

 B
L: W

aterloo. B
R: Sydney Park, Sydney

Fig. 7.3.5 TL: B
ryant Park, N

YC
. TR: B

rooklyn G
range, N

YC
 

 B
L: Lanew

ays, M
elbourne. B

R: Sydney U
niversity Library Law

n, Sydney
 

Fig. 7.3.6 TL: B
ush Traders, D

arw
in. TR: Street A

rt M
elbourne, M

att A
dante

 
   B

L: Pitt Street M
all, Sydney. B

R: C
hippendale G

reen, Sydney

Provide an art and culture strategy that encourages and interprets 
culture and environm

ent w
hilst integrating w

ith the existing and 
future urban fabric

Provide an all ages place w
ith a diverse range of activation types 

and create spaces that are adaptive to the needs of an evolving 
com

m
unity

Establish a public dom
ain and open space netw

ork that enhances 
and 

m
itigates 

existing 
B

lue-G
reen 

system
s 

w
hilst 

creating 
opportunities to encourage bio-diversity and contribute to a 
G

reenStar com
m

unity
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Fig. 7.3.7 Public D
om

ain Strategy
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Contributory Open Space

C
reating a w

elcom
ing environm

ent 
that w

ill grow
 and change w

ith the 
com

m
unity over tim

e, strengthening 
existing and creating new

 com
m

unities
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The renew
al of W

aterloo South w
ill create an environm

ent for people. 
The public dom

ain w
ill be inviting and set the foundation for a unique 

neighbourhood w
here the existing and future com

m
unities of the Estate can 

grow
, and experience a place w

here people are proud to live, w
ork and play.

The public dom
ain aim

s to put the com
m

unity first. B
y creating a pedestrian 

priority precinct, the public dom
ain w

ill provide an active, safe and adaptive 
environm

ent that prom
otes com

m
unity interaction through flexibility of uses, 

and a diverse hierarchy of spaces w
here people can gather, m

eet and relax.  
Streets w

ill be places of social connectedness through the inclusion of 
activated street interfaces, and an energised ground plane w

here buildings 
contribute positively to the public dom

ain.

W
aterloo South w

ill becom
e a place that is inclusive, inviting and w

elcom
ing, 

engendering a strong sense of belonging w
ithin the com

m
unity; a place 

to share, experience, engage and interact. The public dom
ain w

ill harness 
W

aterloo’s existing character of strength, integrity and resilience, creating a 
dynam

ic and vibrant neighbourhood, w
here residents and visitors experience 

an Estate that engages w
ith the w

hole of W
aterloo and is a w

elcom
ing place.

The public dom
ain strategy dem

onstrates consideration and application of 
C

ity of Sydney’s public dom
ain codes w

here appropriate. These include 
the Sydney Streets Technical Specification (2013) and other relevant C

ity of 
Sydney design codes. 
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Fig. 7.3.8 W
aterloo South indicative concept proposal
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w
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gathering, 

productive landscape, play and 
w
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anagem
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w
ide 

tree 
lined, 

landscaped 
corridor 

connecting 
the com

m
unity to key destinations
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ix of local retail and 
services
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Provide 

com
m

unity 
gathering 

space and com
m

unity services

LEG
EN

D

B
LU

E LIN
E

A
 pedestrian connection betw

een 
key destinations that reflects the 
local w

ater story

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
 G

A
R

D
EN

S
Provide productive opportunities, 
for the com

m
unity to grow

 and 
harvest produce

A
C

TIV
ITY

 PLAY
 ZO

N
ES

Provide opportunities for active 
uses including play space, picnic 
areas, fitness and youth zones

A
C

C
ESSIB

LE LO
C

A
L M

O
V

EM
EN

T 
R

O
U

TE
Provides a route that connects 
key 

spaces, 
destinations 

and 
am

enities 
that 

is 
safe 

and 
accessible 

for 
all 

ages 
and 

abilities

123456

78910

100
0m

N

W
aterloo 

South’s 
public 

dom
ain 

w
ill 

create 
an 

active, 
safe, 

adaptive and resilient Estate. Prom
oting com

m
unity interaction, the 

public dom
ain w

ill enable flexibility of use for the com
m

unity, both 
residents and visitors. D

eveloping unique place characteristics, 
through built form

 and public dom
ain strategies, the public dom

ain 
plan creates a hierarchy of m

ovem
ent system

s and spaces catering 
to the diverse needs and lifestyles of the com

m
unity.

Strengthening com
m

unity and 
connections
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K
EY

 PLA
C

ES

Fig. 7.3.13 B
eacon Food Forest, 

Seattle
Fig. 7.3.12 C

am
pus M

aritus, 
D

etroit

Fig. 7.3.11 Ian Potter W
ild Play, 

C
entennial Park 

Fig. 7.3.10 B
ryant Park, N

YC

W
aterloo South ’s public open space is defined by tw

o key 
places. These places are the V

illage G
reen and W

aterloo 
C

om
m

on. These places are anchored by com
m

unity 
am

enity and are the heart of the public dom
ain. Each 

key place is reflective of a particular character and uses, 
ensuring a variety of places for the diverse com

m
unity 

living w
ithin W

aterloo South. 

A
 third key place envisioned for the overall Estate is the 

renew
al of G

eorge Street into a Pedestrian B
oulevard as 

the m
ajor north - south spine that connects the Estate 

to surrounding neighbourhoods. In the interim
, G

eorge 
Street w

ill retain its current use for vehicular m
ovem

ent 
but proposed to be m

odified into an ‘activity street’ that 
prom

otes pedestrian and cycle m
ovem

ent and provides 
enhanced am

enity that includes cafe breakout spaces to 
support the proposed intensification of retail uses.

Responsive to the architectural character and com
m

unity 
w

ithin its im
m

ediate surrounds, each key place aim
s to 

provide for the com
m

unity’s needs, providing places to 
m

eet, gather and connect. The pocket parks located 
across W

aterloo South increase the overall open space 
and diversity available and act as local places for leisure 
and social connection throughout the public dom

ain. 

The streets of W
aterloo South connect the key places 

to the greater W
aterloo com

m
unity. G

eorge Street is 
the 

m
ajor 

north 
- 

south 
connection, 

em
bracing 

the 
northern and southern key places along its spine. The 
lanew

ays that run east-w
est from

 G
eorge Street disperse 

pedestrian m
ovem

ents and filter the circulation tow
ards 

the sm
aller pocket parks and active street edges beyond, 

connecting W
aterloo South into its surrounds and to the 

future W
aterloo M

etro Station.

The streets are key places them
selves, offering m

ore than 
the typical transit. They are diverse in their typologies, 
ranging from

 pedestrian only lanew
ays to shared zones 

and local streets. The streets are active places, w
ith 

The V
illage G

reen m
axim

ises its spatial opportunity by providing 
a central law

n for active recreation. Enclaves of activity zones 
flank its southern half providing opportunity for play space, 
sporting and youth zones, w

aterplay and com
m

unity gardens. 
A

m
ple shading is provided along the perim

eter of the V
illage 

G
reen and w

ithin key areas. D
irectly opposite the m

ain entry to 
the future W

aterloo M
etro Station, the G

adigal G
ardens reflect 

the rich tapestry of Indigenous heritage w
ithin W

aterloo and is 
anchored by a feature com

m
unity pavillion, the ‘B

ig Roof’.

V
ILLA

G
E G

R
EEN

ground floor retail and services, pocket parks, landscape 
setbacks and pedestrian breakout spaces activating 
their edges.

The activation of the public dom
ain is heavily influenced 

by the arrangem
ent of ground floor retail and services. 

A
ctive building frontages, streetscape and public open 

space w
ork together to form

 social corners. These 
corners are characterised by their northern orientation, 
adjacent to ground level activation and public open 
space, and their location at the intersection of tw

o or 
m

ore streets.  The key places, be they social corners, 
streets or open spaces, are evenly distributed across 
W

aterloo South and reflect the unique qualities and 
character of W

aterloo.

Fig. 7.3.9 W
aterloo South key places

N
100

0m

W
aterloo South has a place 

for each and every person

LegendRetail 
Pocket Parks
Key Places

Social C
orners 

Fig. 7.3.16 G
ranary Square, 

London

Fig. 7.3.15 G
oyder Square, 

Palm
erston

Fig. 7.3.14 Edible Park, M
edini, 

M
alaysia

Fig. 7.3.17 C
lyde W

arren Park, 
D

allas

W
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M
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O
N

W
aterloo C

om
m

on w
ill provide local open space am

enity for 
residents and users at the southern end of the Estate. These uses 
include a flexible urban plaza for com

m
unity events and daily 

use, a neighbourhood play space and a youth activity space. 
A

 sm
aller productive landscape zone (com

m
unity garden) and 

passive shaded law
n areas com

plete the program
m

able space.
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Fig. 7.3.20 Passeig de Joan, 
B

arcelona
Fig. 7.3.21 Edinburgh Rain 
G

arden, M
elbourne

Fig. 7.3.26 Pitt Street M
all, 

Sydney

Fig. 8.3.28 C
lyde W

arren Park, 
D

allas

The future vision for G
eorge Street is to reim

agine and renew
 it 

as a tree lined Pedestrian B
oulevard that provides opportunity 

for contributory open space w
ith ‘m

icro’ spaces dedicated to 
uses that respond to building ground floor uses. A

m
enities 

include cafe breakout spaces, m
icro plazas, m

icro play spaces 
and food production, as w

ell as rest and leisure. G
eorge Street 

w
ill becom

e the m
ajor north - south ‘green’ spine that connects 

the Estate to surrounding neighbourhoods.

G
EO

R
G

E STR
EET PED

ESTR
IA

N
 B

O
U

LEV
A

R
D

U
R

B
A

N
 PLA

ZA
S

Tw
o new

 urban plazas provide activated public space that 
connects the Estate to the m

ajor transport hub. W
ithin the 

plaza, a com
m

unity building interfaces w
ith both the M

etro 
Q

uarter and V
illage G

reen, offering a com
m

on connection and 
visual locator for people. Seating groves and raised law

ns w
ill 

keep users com
fortable, w

hilst tem
porary event space offers 

the com
m

unity the opportunity to occupy the space and create 
a sense of ow

nership and place.

SO
C

IA
L C

O
R

N
ER

S A
N

D
 PO

C
K

ET PA
R

K
S

The social corners and pocket parks are the secondary public 
dom

ain opportunities throughout W
aterloo South. The pocket 

parks provide m
ore intim

ate com
m

unity places for residents 
w

ithin the im
m

ediate vicinity. Edible landscape opportunities, 
doorstep play and cafe breakout spaces respond to their 
location, 

size 
and 

flexibility 
of 

design. 
Social 

corners 
are 

characterised by their northern orientation, location at the 
intersection of tw

o or m
ore streets and their proxim

ity to key 
public open spaces and retail or com

m
unity uses. 

Fig. 7.3.27 ‘Edge of Trees’ by 
Janet Law

rence, Sydney

Fig. 7.3.29 M
acquarie 

U
niversity C

ourtyard

Fig. 7.3.30 Rad Lab Pocket 
Park, Los A

ngeles
Fig. 7.3.31 C

hippendale G
reen, 

Sydney

Fig. 7.3.32 Sydney Lanew
ays 

A
rt Program

, Sydney
Fig. 7.3.33 B

akery Lane, 
B

risbane

Fig. 7.3.19 Passeig de Joan, 
B

arcelona
Fig. 7.3.18 Sonder B

oulevard, 
C

openhagen

Fig. 7.3.24 B
ourke Street 

C
yclew

ay, Sydney
Fig. 7.3.25 B

ourke Street 
C

yclew
ay, Sydney

Recognising that the evolution of G
eorge Street into a future 

Pedestrian B
oulevard w

ill take tim
e, an interim

 approach to 
G

eorge Street has been developed to transition it from
 a car 

focused street into a pedestrian focused ‘activity street’, w
ith 

a m
ix of active ground floor retail and service uses, landscape 

setbacks 
and 

pedestrian 
breakout 

spaces 
activating 

the 
edges. The proposed changes to G

eorge Street supports the 
renew

al of W
aterloo South into a Pedestrian Priority Precinct 

that prom
otes pedestrian and cycle m

ovem
ent and active 

transport m
odes.

Fig. 7.3.23 804 C
ongress 

A
venue

Fig. 7.3.22 B
affi

 and M
o, 

Redfern
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Fig. 7.3.36 Ian Potter W
ild Play, 

C
entennial Park 

Fig. 7.3.35 Joynton Park, Zetland

Fig. 7.3.34 V
illage G

reen Program
m

ing

O
B

JEC
TIV

ES
C

O
N

SID
ER

ATIO
N

S
• 

C
reate a central destination for 

the 
com

m
unity, 

com
plim

ented 
by a nearby com

m
unity building 

and public exhibition space for 
com

m
unity recreation

• 
O

ffer a variety of program
m

able 
spaces to cater to the needs of 
all com

m
unity m

em
bers, offering 

both tem
porary and perm

anent 
activity 

options. 
These 

m
ay 

range 
from

 
local 

m
arkets 

to 
fixed 

playgrounds 
and 

youth 
recreation.

• 
D

eliver 
a 

clear 
and 

legible 
pedestrian 

connection, 
both 

along 
the 

V
illage 

G
reen’s 

boundaries and w
ithin the space 

itself. 
C

onnections 
betw

een 
program

m
ed 

spaces 
are 

encouraged by num
erous w

ay 
finding 

m
easures, 

pavem
ent 

treatm
ents and am

enity stations.
• 

Provide 
equal 

access 
to 

all 
m

em
bers of the com

m
unity.

• 
U

se 
the 

program
m

ed 
and 

unprogram
m

ed 
spaces 

to 
express the cultural and creative 
identity 

of 
W

aterloo 
through 

public art and installation.

• 
Im

prove 
ease 

of 
connection 

betw
een the V

illage G
reen and 

the rem
aining Estate.

• 
M

axim
ise 

program
m

able 
space 

to 
provide 

a 
safe 

and 
vibrant 

public dom
ain. 

• 
U

se active breakout spaces to 
keep the edges of the park active 
and safe during night and day.

• 
Integrate 

and 
explore 

the 
possibilities 

of 
W

ater 
Sensitive 

U
rban D

esign as an ecological, 
sustainable 

design 
initiative 

as 
w

ell as a play space and aesthetic 
resolution for the space.

• 
U

se 
urban 

elem
ents 

and 
m

ateriality to define the public 
dom

ain 
and 

distinguish 
the 

unique 
characters 

w
ithin 

the 
greater V

illage G
reen featuring 

the characteristic of W
aterloo. 

• 
Push the boundaries of public art 
integration.

Planted Edge: productive 
landscape, tree retention, 
passive recreation and 
urban forest

O
pen Law

n:  
passive recreation and 
activities. 

B
ig Roof: Ideal for 

com
m

unity events and 
gathering
Playspace: D

esigned to 
service the com

m
unity

M
arket and A

m
enity Zone: 

Tree groves w
ith flexible 

space for m
arkets and 

am
enity.

C
om

m
unity G

arden: The 
largest  single edible 
landscape opportunity.

Pedestrian C
onnection: 

Key through site link for 
pedestrian m

ovem
ent.

G
adigal G

arden: A
 flexible 

recreation space, connecting 
to and expressive of the 
Indigenous narative of 
W

aterloo. 

K
EY

 PR
IN

C
IPLES

B
io-retention: Planted 

sw
ales contributing to the 

W
ater Story of W

aterloo.
W

aterplay: A
ctive w

ater 
zone for play and 
exploration

20
0m

N

Fig. 7.3.37 M
enidi Edible Park, 

M
alaysia

W
ellington Street

Raglan Street

Cope Street

George Street
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Fig. 7.3.38 V
illage G

reen Typical Section
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Fig. 7.3.40 B
onn Square, O

xford
Fig. 7.3.39 W

aterloo C
om

m
on Program

m
ing

Fig. 7.3.42 C
hippendale G

reen, 
Sydney

Fig. 7.3.41 W
ulaba Park, W

aterloo

O
B

JEC
TIV

ES
C

O
N

SID
ER

ATIO
N

S
• 

C
reate a local park, reflective of 

and in response to the needs 
of 

the 
im

m
ediate 

surrounding 
com

m
unity.

• 
Ensuring the resolution of public 
space 

m
eets 

a 
high 

design 
resolution and execution.

• 
Support the existing tree species 
in the area, but increasing the 
overall canopy cover, and using 
species 

to 
com

plem
ent 

the 
present environm

ent.
• 

Provide 
program

m
ed 

spaces 
that 

w
ill 

be 
diverse 

and 
collaborative, 

that 
allow

 
the 

com
m

unity 
to 

represent 
their 

identity 
and 

explore 
the 

possibilities 
and 

potential 
of 

their neighbourhood.
• 

Provide 
equal 

access 
to 

all 
m

em
bers of the com

m
unity. 

• 
Integrate 

Indigenous 
culture 

and 
heritage 

through 
edible 

landscapes, art and m
ateriality. 

• 
Explore 

the 
potential 

of 
sm

aller 
neighbourhood 

scale 
program

m
able 

space 
through innovative design and 
resolution.

• 
C

ontinue 
the 

linear 
band 

of 
W

ater Sensitive U
rban D

esign 
that 

integrates 
the 

B
lue 

Line  
through the entire Estate.

• 
Provide 

and 
explore 

the 
possibilities 

of 
m

ateriality, 
furniture, fixtures and lighting in 
distinguishing use and program

 
in sm

aller spaces both day and 
night. 

K
EY

 PR
IN

C
IPLES

K
EY

 PR
IN

C
IPLES

W
ATER

LO
O

 C
O

M
M

O
N

Planting:  productive 
landscape, tree retention, 
passive recreation and urban 
forest
U

rban plaza: Increasing the 
program

m
able com

m
unity 

space. Inclusive of picnic and 
B

B
Q

 facilities and shelter.
Playsapce: D

esigned 
to service the southern 
neighbourhood.

C
om

m
unity G

ardens: 
W

aterloo South’s second 
largest single edible 
landscape opportunity.

Pedestrian C
onnection: 

Key through site link for 
pedestrian m

ovem
ent.

Park Lanew
ay: Lanew

ays 
m

oving residents north-south 
along park. 

B
io-retention: Planted sw

ales 
contributing to the W

ater 
Story of W

aterloo.
Law

n: A
ccom

odate existing 
and proposed trees.
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M
cEvoy Street

George Street
George Street

John Street

Cooper Street
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Fig. 7.3.43 W
aterloo C

om
m

on Typical Section
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G
EO

R
G

E STR
EET PED

ESTR
IA

N
 B

O
U

LEV
A

R
D

 (FU
TU

R
E V

ISIO
N

)

Fig. 7.3.44 Pedestrian B
oulevard Program

m
ing

Fig. 7.3.46 Sonder B
oulevard, 

C
openhagen

O
B

JEC
TIV

ES
C

O
N

SID
ER

ATIO
N

S
• 

C
reate 

a 
safe 

and 
inviting 

pedestrian 
passage 

for 
the 

com
m

unity that w
ill serve as a 

central spine for the Estate.
• 

Provide 
equal 

access 
to 

all 
m

em
bers of the com

m
unity.

• 
Rem

ain 
active 

and 
populous 

during both day and night.
• 

U
se 

the 
linear 

nature 
of 

the 
Pedestrian B

oulevard to anchor 
the 

B
lue-G

reen 
link 

that 
is 

expressed 
throughout 

the 
Estate.

• 
A

chieve W
ater Sensitive U

rban 
D

esign outcom
es through rain 

gardens, 
w

ater 
storage 

and 
selective planting.

• 
Ensure that the furniture, urban 
elem

ents and m
ateriality of the 

site are reflective of the interests 
and needs of the com

m
unity.

• 
U

se 
activation, 

lighting 
and 

fixtures 
to 

ensure 
pedestrian 

safety day and night.
• 

Integrate 
Indigenous 

culture 
and 

heritage 
through 

edible 
landscapes, art and m

ateriality. 
• 

Express W
ater Sensitive U

rban 
D

esign 
as 

a 
sustainable 

and 
aesthetically appropriate B

lue-
G

reen link for the Estate.
• 

Explore 
the 

possibilities 
of 

activities 
and 

program
s 

for 
sm

aller 
spaces, 

breakout 
spaces and pocket parks.

K
EY

 PR
IN

C
IPLES

K
EY

 PR
IN

C
IPLES

20
0m

N
Fig. 7.3.47 H

am
m

arby sjöstad, 
Stockholm

Cooper Street

John Street

W
ellington Street

B
ushtucker garden: garden 

that features plants native 
to W

aterloo and the G
reater 

Sydney.
U

rban plaza: C
om

plim
ent 

com
m

unity facilities, offering 
flexible space for m

obile 
furniture and breakout.
Pedestrian M

ovem
ent: 

D
edicated pedestrian 

m
ovem

ent zone.

C
yclew

ay: 
D

edicated 
cyclew

ay for G
eorge Street

Pedestrian C
onnection: 

Key through site link for 
pedestrian m

ovem
ent.

Planted Verge / Public 
D

om
ain Furniture Zone: 

A
ccom

odating existing trees 
and providing public dom

ain 
am

enities.

B
io-retention: Planted sw

ales 
contributing 

to 
the 

W
ater 

Story of W
aterloo.

Law
n: 

A
ccom

odate 
existing 

and proposed trees.

Fig. 7.3.45 B
affi

 and M
o, Redfern
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Fig. 7.3.48 G
eorge Street Pedestrian B

oulevard Typical Section
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Fig. 7.3.50 Passeig de Joan, 
B

arcelona
Fig. 7.3.49 G

eorge Street A
ctivity Program

m
ing

Fig. 7.3.51  Sonder B
oulevard, 

C
openhagen

O
B

JEC
TIV

ES
C

O
N

SID
ER

ATIO
N

S
• 

C
reate 

a 
safe 

and 
inviting 

pedestrian 
passage 

for 
the 

com
m

unity that w
ill serve as a 

central spine for W
aterloo South.

• 
Provide 

equal 
access 

to 
all 

m
em

bers of the com
m

unity.
• 

Rem
ain active day and night.

• 
U

se the linear nature of G
eorge 

Street to anchor the B
lue Line 

that 
is 

expressed 
through 

W
aterloo South.

• 
A

chieve W
ater Sensitive U

rban 
D

esign outcom
es through rain 

gardens, 
w

ater 
storage 

and 
selective planting.

• 
Ensure that the furniture, urban 
elem

ents and m
ateriality of the 

site are reflective of the interests 
and needs of the com

m
unity.

• 
U

se 
activation, 

lighting 
and 

fixtures 
to 

ensure 
pedestrian 

safety day and night.
• 

Integrate 
Indigenous 

culture 
and 

heritage 
through 

edible 
landscapes, art and m

ateriality. 
• 

Express W
ater Sensitive U

rban 
D

esign 
as 

a 
sustainable 

and 
aesthetically 

appropriate 
B

lue 
Line for W

aterloo South.
• 

Explore 
the 

possibilities 
of 

activities 
and 

program
s 

for 
sm

aller 
spaces, 

breakout 
spaces and pocket parks.

K
EY

 PR
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C
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K
EY

 PR
IN

C
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G
EO

R
G

E STR
EET A

C
TIV

ITY
 STR

EET  (IN
TER

IM
 A

PPR
O

A
C

H
)

B
ushtucker garden: garden 

that features plants native 
to W

aterloo and the G
reater 

Sydney area w
hich are 

used in traditional food and 
m

edicine resources.  

U
rban Zone: C

om
plim

ent 
com

m
unity facilities, offering 

flexible space for m
obile 

furniture and breakout.

B
io-retention: Planted sw

ales 
contributing to the W

ater 
Story of W

aterloo.
Pedestrian C

onnection: 
Key through site link for 
pedestrian m

ovem
ent.

Law
n: A

ccom
odate existing 

and proposed trees

Pedestrian m
ovem

ent zone: 
2.5m

 pedestrian m
ovem

ent 
zone connecting the estate 
from

 north to south.

Fig. 7.3.52 B
ourke Street C

yclew
ay, 

Sydney

Cooper Street

John Street

W
ellington Street
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Fig. 7.3.53 G
eorge Street A

ctivity Street Typical Section
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Fig. 7.3.54 N
ew

 Road, B
righton, U

K
, 2017

Source: G
ehl A

rchitects
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7.3.2 A
C

C
ESS A

N
D

 C
IR

C
U

LATIO
N

, STR
EETS A

N
D

 M
ATER

IA
LITY

D
eveloping an accessible and active 

public dom
ain that reflects the unique 

character of the Estate

The W
aterloo South public dom

ain w
ill connect the Estate as one com

m
unity to 

its greater context and create a highly w
alkable environm

ent that is seam
less 

and celebrates W
aterloo’s unique characteristics. W

ithin W
aterloo South, the 

street geom
etry and arrangem

ent w
ill prom

ote pedestrian priority. The streets 
w

ill be supported by a selection of suitable m
aterials and am

enities that w
ill 

provide ease of circulation, access and im
prove safety. 

The public dom
ain access and circulation, streets and m

ateriality dem
onstrate 

consideration and application of the C
ity of Sydney Public D

om
ain C

odes (2012), 
Sydney Street Technical Specifications (2013) and C

ycle Strategy A
ction Plan 

(2007-2017, 2018) and relevant C
ity of Sydney codes w

here appropriate. 
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Fig. 7.3.55 Indicative C
G

I: W
aterloo C

om
m

on and G
eorge Street 

Source: V
irtual Ideas, 2020
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Fig. 7.3.58 C
openhagen C

ycle Strategy
Fig. 7.3.57 A

EC
C

A
FE, Kensington Street, Sydney

Fig. 7.3.56 N
ew

 Road, B
righton

IN
C

R
EA

SED
 A

C
C

ESSIB
ILITY

PR
O

M
O

TE A
C

TIV
E TR

A
N

SPO
RT

C
O

N
N

EC
TED

 STR
EET N

ETW
O

R
K

SLO
W

 STR
EET SYSTEM

A
s a pedestrian priority precinct, W

aterloo South w
ill be a 

place that is accessible to all people, including those w
ith 

m
obility issues or other im

pairm
ents. A

n A
ccessible Local 

M
ovem

ent Route (A
LM

R) w
ill allow

 for easy connectivity to 
key destinations and services. W

idened footpaths provide 
am

ple 
space 

for 
pedestrian 

m
ovem

ent 
and 

am
enity, 

particularly 
to 

and 
from

 
the 

M
etro 

Q
uarter 

and 
future 

W
aterloo M

etro Station and the m
ajor public open spaces. 

V
isual connections and sight lines that are revealed or 

enhanced by the new
 street netw

ork w
ill provide im

proved 
safety and w

ay-finding

W
aterloo South recognises the im

portance of active transport 
as the prim

ary transport m
ethod, as recom

m
ended in C

ity of 
Sydney’s 202020 vision. Pedestrianised lanew

ays, shared 
slow

 streets and w
idened footpaths provide am

ple space 
for pedestrian m

ovem
ent across the entirety of W

aterloo 
South. There are num

erous cycle paths leading into the 
Estate from

 surrounding suburbs, and these connections are 
m

aintained and im
proved through the inclusion of dedicated 

cycle routes, and shared cycle routes at the M
etro Q

uarter. 

Increased connectivity w
ill com

e w
ith the re-introduction 

of the historical fine grain street netw
ork. The lanew

ays 
prioritise pedestrian m

ovem
ent, dispersing people into the 

residential areas of W
aterloo South  from

 the m
ajor parks 

and places. Street geom
etry such as intersections w

ith 
enhanced pedestrian crossings at m

ajor east-w
est and 

north-south connections, ensure that pedestrian connectivity 
is not com

prom
ised as the street netw

ork transitions from
 

the fine grain links to the prim
ary vehicular and pedestrian 

connections. 

Ensuring that the streets of W
aterloo South are 

accessible to all people
Providing the com

m
unity w

ith a public 
dom

ain w
hich places cycling and pedestrian 

m
ovem

ent at the forefront of the transport grid

A
 safe, accessible and com

plete street grid w
ill 

keep W
aterloo South connected

C
reating a safer pedestrian environm

ent

Slow
 streets throughout W

aterloo South w
ill prioritise active 

m
odes of transport such as w

alking and cycling. W
aterloo’s 

streets w
ill be redefined, creating opportunities for new

 
uses other than m

obility.  Streets w
ill be designed for speed 

reduction to 40km
/hr, creating an environm

ent that is safe 
for pedestrians and cyclists. W

ith w
idened footpaths, shared 

w
ays, through-site links and vehicle carriagew

ays reduced 
to 6m

, the W
aterloo South’s street netw

ork w
ill be re 

im
agined as m

ulti- purpose social places for the com
m

unity.

Fig. 7.3.59 W
ayfinding, C

ity of Sydney 
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Legend Fig. 7.3.60 W
aterloo Estate Pedestrian N

etw
ork

PED
ESTR

IA
N

 N
ETW

O
R

K

Pedestrian m
ovem

ent w
ill be safe, accessible 

and available to all

A
s a pedestrian priority precinct, the Estate w

ill introduce 
street speed reduction, designated pedestrian lanew

ays and 
an A

ccessible Local M
ovem

ent Route. The transform
ation of 

G
eorge Street into a Pedestrian B

oulevard offers a direct and 
safe connection betw

een the north and south of the Estate, 
connecting to the edges of m

ajor public open spaces. The 
A

ccessible Local M
ovem

ent Route allow
s all people in the 

com
m

unity to safely and com
fortably access key com

m
unity 

hubs, public spaces and m
ajor transport locations. 

A
rterial Road 

Local Shared Slow
 Street

Shared Slow
 Street

Pedestrian Lanew
ay

Local Street

M
cEvoy W

idening

Fig. 7.3.61 W
aterloo South Pedestrian N

etw
ork

A
s the first stage in the 

renew
al of the Estate, W

aterloo 
South provides the opportunity 
to put in place strategies that 
w

ill help the Estate to evolve 
over tim

e into a pedestrian 
priority precinct

The re-configuration of the Estate’s existing street grid w
ill 

transform
 it into a vibrant, activated, safe and w

alkable place 
to live, w

ork and visit. The new
 and diverse range of streets 

w
ill support new

 shops, services and other businesses, 
contributing to an activated and m

ore highly connected and 
integrated m

ovem
ent netw

ork.

Recognising that the evolution of the Estate into a future 
Pedestrian Priority Precinct w

ill take tim
e, the strategies 

for W
aterloo South have been developed to support the 

evolution of the Estate over tim
e. A

n staged approach to  
the street netw

ork has been developed. This includes:

• 
A

n interim
 approach for G

eorge Street to transition it 
from

 a car focused street into a pedestrian focused 
‘activity street’, w

ith a m
ix of active ground floor retail 

and service uses, landscape setbacks and pedestrian 
breakout spaces activating the edges. 

• 
A

 holistic appoach to the Local A
ccessible M

ovem
ent 

Route 
(A

LM
R) 

to 
provide 

for 
connected 

accessible 
m

ovem
ent across W

aterloo South and  the Estate 
throughout the renew

al.

W
aterloo South w

ill w
ill introduce street speed reduction, 

designated pedestrian lanew
ays, a m

odified G
eorge Street 

into an ‘activity street’ and an A
ccessible Local M

ovem
ent 

Route. It w
ill allow

 all people in the com
m

unity to safely and 
com

fortably access key com
m

unity hubs, public spaces 
and m

ajor transport locations and w
ill be extended in later 

stages through W
aterloo N

orth and W
aterloo C

entral. 
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Fig. 7.3.62 W
aterloo Estate Shared Slow

 Street N
etw

ork

SH
A

R
ED

 SLO
W

 STR
EET N

ETW
O

R
K

A
cross the Estate, streets w

ill be designed for speed reduction 
to 40km

/hr  for local streets and lanew
ays, w

ith pedestrian 
lanew

ays rem
oving cars entirely in favour of pedestrian only 

m
ovem

ent. The netw
ork of shared slow

 streets provides a 
safer m

ovem
ent corridor for cyclists and, along w

ith w
idened 

footpaths, provides am
ple space for cyclists, pedestrians and 

vehicles to all m
ove safely throughout the Estate. 

Establishing a connected street netw
ork that 

encourages active transport

C
om

m
unity H

ub

Social C
orner

Educational B
uilding

M
etro 

M

Fig. 7.3.63 W
aterloo South Shared Slow

 Street N
etw

ork
Fig. 7.3.64 W

aterloo Estate Pedestrian B
oulevard

G
EO

R
G

E STR
EET PED

ESTR
IA

N
 B

O
U

LEV
A

R
D

C
reating a green m

ovem
ent corridor that 

prioritises pedestrian m
ovem

ent

The future G
eorge Street Pedestrian B

oulevard w
ill transform

 
G

eorge Street into a new
 ‘green’ m

ovem
ent corridor by giving 

priority to pedestrians. The B
oulevard w

ill serve as the north-
south pedestrian spine, connecting the com

m
unity to key public 

spaces and the finer grain street netw
ork. The edges of the 

B
oulevard w

ill be activated by ground floor retail and services, 
edible 

landscape 
initiatives 

and 
activation 

stations 
(cafe 

breakout, fitness, doorstep play). B
io-retention runs the length 

of the B
oulevard, connecting green and blue infrastructure 

along its spine. 

Pedestrian Links

A
ccessible Local 

M
ovem

ent Route
N

ew
 C

rossing 

Signalised Intersection

Lanew
ays

Pedestrian B
oulevard

Fig. 7.3.65 W
aterloo South G

eorge Street A
ctivity Street

G
EO

R
G

E STR
EET A

C
TIV

ITY
 STR

EET

C
reating an interim

 m
ovem

ent corridor that 
prioritises pedestrian m

ovem
ent

The evolution of the Estate into a Pedestrian Priority Precinct 
w

ill begin w
ith the renew

al of W
aterloo South. W

aterloo South 
w

ill deliver the m
ajority of the new

 netw
ork of shared slow

 
streets envisaged for the Estate. This w

ill provide for safer 
m

ovem
ent corridors for cyclists and, along w

ith w
idened 

footpaths, provides am
ple space for cyclists, pedestrians 

and vehicles to all m
ove safely throughout W

aterloo South. 

A
n interim

 approach to G
eorge Street w

ill transition it from
  

its current character as a car focused street into a pedestrian 
focused ‘activity street’, w

ith a m
ix of active ground floor 

retail and service uses, landscape setbacks and pedestrian 
breakout 

spaces 
activating 

the 
edges. 

The 
proposed 

changes to G
eorge Street w

illl prioritise pedestrian and 
cycle m

ovem
ent and active transport m

odes.
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Fig. 7.3.67
Source: Passieg de St Joan, B

arcelona
Fig. 7.3.66
Source: N

ew
 Road, B

righton

W
aterloo’s streets are for everyone

H
EA

LTH
Y

 A
N

D
 G

R
EEN

SA
FE A

N
D

 W
A

LK
A

B
LE

C
O

M
PLETE STR

EETS

W
aterloo South and the Estate’s ‘C

om
plete Streets’ approach aim

s to im
prove 

com
m

unity health and w
ell-being through street ‘greening’ and cooling initiatives. 

A
n increased num

ber of street trees, under storey planting and w
ater sensitive urban 

design (W
SU

D
) opportunities, w

ill provide benefits such as im
proved air quality and 

low
er am

bient tem
peratures, shading roads and footpaths, to create a com

fortable 
w

alkable environm
ent. Street planting w

ill strengthen biophilic connections and 
visually soften the streetscape, social spaces and key destinations, enhancing the 
everyday quality of life for residents, w

orkers and visitors.

D
elivering streets that are environm

entally responsive and 
contribute to the com

m
unity’s health and w

ellbeing

W
aterloo South and the Estate is to be a pedestrian priority precinct. The ‘C

om
plete 

Streets’ approach im
plem

ents a slow
 street netw

ork, increasing the safety for 
w

alking and cycling, through vehicular speed reduction. A
n A

ccessible Local 
M

ovem
ent Route w

ill provide universal access and am
enity, for children, the elderly 

and m
em

bers of the com
m

unity w
ith m

obility im
pairm

ents, to access key com
m

unity 
facilities and public open spaces throughout the Estate at all stages of the renw

al.

C
reating an Estate that prom

otes w
alking as a safe, sim

ple and 
effi

cient transport m
ode

The approach to W
aterloo South and the Estate adopts a ‘C

om
plete 

Streets’ approach w
hereby streets are considered as social places 

beyond just their functional purposes. These places are developed 
holistically, integrating all aspects of public dom

ain design, to create 
environm

ents that are unique, engaging, hard w
orking and high 

perform
ing.
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Fig. 7.3.68 B
affi

 &
 M

o, Redfern
Fig. 7.3.69 Eats B

eats Street, 2018, Kensington Street, Sydney

PLA
C

EM
A

K
IN

G
 C

ATA
LYSTS

A
C

TIV
ATED

 A
N

D
 EC

O
N

O
M

IC

Fig. 7.3.70 Pitt Street M
all, Sydney

Providing a stage for placem
aking to encourage retail, service 

and com
m

unity activation opportunities throughout W
aterloo 

South

A
n interconnected and diverse netw

ork of streets w
ill support social activity, 

encourage active ground floor uses and provide opportunities for activation and 
occupation of the public dom

ain. Through increased social activity, public space 
program

m
ing, and active retail frontages, W

aterloo South w
ill be an attractive 

place to live, w
ork, rest and play and encourage residents and visitors to shop, eat, 

socialise and m
eet all their daily needs w

ithin the area. This typically enhances retail 
spending, and increases the viability of business, leading tow

ards econom
ic grow

th 
and opportunities to encourage local retail that is unique to W

aterloo.

C
reating activated and vibrant streets that contribute to 

com
m

unity life

The streets throughout W
aterloo South are im

portant placem
aking catalysts, that 

contribute to the public open spaces they surround, and are the basic infrastructure 
required to establish a healthy and sustainable com

m
unity. Their diversity are unique 

responses to their context and potential use, by the Estate’s residents and visitors, 
throughout the year. The streets support the retail, service and other com

m
unity 

activation opportunities at ground level as w
ell as providing passive and active 

program
m

ed spaces for all of the com
m

unity that are uniquely W
aterloo.
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A
C

C
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LE A
M
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A
M

EN
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 FO
R
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LL
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ESTIN

ATIO
N

 W
AY

FIN
D

IN
G

V
ISIB

LE A
N

D
 

SA
FE C

R
O

SSIN
G

 D
ESTIN

ATIO
N

S
PU

B
LIC

 A
RT A

S 
ID

EN
TITY

 A
N

D
 PA

SSA
G

E

Fig. 7.3.71 A
ccessible Local M

ovem
ent Route

Fig. 7.3.75 G
reenm

an Plus 
Schem

e, Singapore
Fig. 7.3.73 Southbank C

rossing, 
London

Fig. 7.3.77 W
ayfinding, C

ity of 
Sydney

Fig. 7.3.72 Van G
ogh-

Roosegaarde, N
etherlands

Fig. 7.3.76 Passeig de St Joan, 
B

arcelona
Fig. 7.3.74 N

elson Street 
C

yclew
ay, A

uckland

PR
EC

ED
EN

TS

A
 com

m
unity that is 

connected, inform
ed 

and creative

The A
ccessible Local M

ovem
ent Route (A

LM
R) 

includes a range of sim
ple design initiatives 

that w
ill help define its character, including:

A
C

C
ESSIB

LE LO
C

A
L M

O
V

EM
EN

T R
O

U
TE

U
tilising 

w
ay 

finding 
signage 

to 
m

easure 
distance and denote directions using w

alking 
distance in m

inutes, encouraging w
alking and 

cycling as a transport m
ode.

C
lear and visible pedestrian crossings leading 

tow
ards, from

 and betw
een key places, w

hich 
w

ill be signified through signage and public 
art. C

rossings w
ill be accessible for all people, 

including the im
plem

entation of strategies to 
aid those w

ith m
obility im

pairm
ents. Strategies 

recom
m

ended 
include 

increased 
colour 

contrast, braille on signage, aural signals and 
increased crossing tim

es. 

Enhanced public am
enity for people of all ages 

and abilities. W
ater bubblers, bicycle parking, 

fitness stations, kids play and seating are just a 
sm

all range of the possible inclusions. 

A
djusting 

heights 
of 

am
enities 

for 
children 

and adults, w
hilst offering accessible seating 

options, 
and 

providing 
adequate 

shade 
along the route w

ill ensure an inclusive and 
com

fortable experience for all.

Public art is an im
portant com

ponent of the 
A

ccessible 
Local 

M
ovem

ent 
Route, 

adding 
local personality, character and identity. Public 
art is a m

ethod of w
ay finding and locating, 

and also an opportunity to invite com
m

unity 
participation in creating a place that reflects the 
Estate’s unique cultural heritage, character and 
com

m
unity.
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To encourage pedestrian m
ovem

ent throughout W
aterloo South, and provide 

equitable access to key facilities and public open spaces, an A
ccessible Local 

M
ovem

ent Route (A
LM

R) has been incorporated. W
aterloo South’s topography 

poses som
e challenges for accessibility, particularly in the east, w

ith a notable 
increase in grade. Pedestrian lanew

ays off Pitt Street w
ill include stairs and 

ram
ps, for a unique lanew

ay character, distinct from
 other street typologies. The 

A
LM

R provides a universally accessible route, connecting the com
m

unity to key 
destinations, in a safe environm

ent for all ages. A
s a pedestrian priority precinct, 

the existing and new
 streets and lanew

ays should incorporate geom
etries that 

m
axim

ise pedestrian com
fort and accessibility w

herever possible.

C
elebrating the Estate’s unique topography 

w
hilst providing universal access 

throughout the neighbourhood

A
C

C
ESSIB

ILITY

Legend
A

ccessible Local M
ovem

ent Route: M
ax grade 1:20

Lanew
ays and Streets requiring stair/ram

p access for 
pedestrians. G

rade <1:20
Existing Street 

Shared Streets / Lanew
ays. G

rade 1>20
Fig. 7.3.78 A

ccessibility
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SA
FETY

 A
N

D
 D

ESIG
N

Public safety for pedestrians, cyclists and m
otorists is im

portant for the 
Estate to be a w

elcom
ing and safe place for people to live and visit.

Throughout 
W

aterloo 
South 

buildings 
define 

the 
public 

dom
ain, 

reinforcing sight lines and strengthening view
s to and from

 key 
spaces, streets and lanew

ays, for good passive surveillance.

Through 
a 

com
bination 

of 
co-locating 

com
m

unity 
buildings 

w
ith 

key public dom
ain spaces, and a fine grain street netw

ork, activity 
is enhanced at these key places. This is strengthened by w

ell 
program

m
ed public dom

ain spaces and the creation of parks as 
places for people to m

eet and spend tim
e throughout the day.

B
y lim

iting blank facades, providing active retail and com
m

unity 
edges, landscaped building setbacks, and active social corners, a 
safe and vibrant day to night econom

y w
ill be encouraged, prom

oting 
pedestrian activity and active use of the public dom

ain.

In line w
ith the guidelines of the Sydney Streets C

ode, W
aterloo 

South, as a pedestrian priority environm
ent, w

ill reduce and slow
 

vehicle m
ovem

ents w
ith a netw

ork of shared slow
 streets, lanew

ays 
and pedestrian links, increasing the ground level perm

eability of the 
Estate.

Increased visibility and active edges at ground level through a m
ix of 

uses, w
ith residential uses at both ground and upper levels addressing 

the streets and lanew
ays, w

ill m
axim

ise passive surveillance, creating 
a safe environm

ent to live, w
ork and visit.

Fig. 7.3.84 Street Speed Reduction / Slow
 Shared Streets: 

N
ew

 Road, B
righton

Fig. 7.3.79 A
ctive Edges: M

elbourne Lanew
ays

Fig. 7.3.82 Sightlines: Klyde W
arren Park, D

allas, Texas
Fig. 7.3.83 Sightlines: Passeig de St Joan, B

arcelona

Fig. 7.3.80 V
iew

s: 
B

ryant Park, N
YC

Fig. 7.3.85 Passive 
Surveillance: B

onn Square, 
Fig. 7.3.86 
C

ycle and Pedestrian Strategy: 
A

uckland

A
 safe and w

elcom
ing place to live 

and visit

Fig. 7.3.81 A
ctive Edges: 

M
int Plaza, San Francisco
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100
0m

N
100

0m
N

100
0m

N
100

0m
N

A
C

TIV
E ED

G
ES

PA
SSIV

E SU
RV

EILLA
N

C
E

SIG
H

TLIN
ES

V
IEW

S

V
iew

s w
ithin key public spaces and 

social corners.
Sightlines

Passive Surveillance from
 upper levels.

A
ctive Edges: G

round floor retail and other activation typologies

C
om

m
unity B

uildings

Fig. 7.3.90 A
ctive Edges

Fig. 7.3.89 Passive Surveillance
Fig. 7.3.88 Sightlines

Fig. 7.3.87 V
iew

s

Keeping the street active and open at all tim
es

Providing passive surveillance opportunities to 
increase com

m
unity safety

M
aintaining and im

proving visual connections 
throughout W

aterloo South
C

lear and extensive view
s across and w

ithin all 
key places and space

The V
illage G

reen and W
aterloo C

om
m

on, along w
ith all 

pocket parks and urban plazas, offer clear and am
ple view

 
corridors across the spaces and along the adjacent streets. 
These view

s w
ill be clear and w

ell illum
inated both night 

and day, for the  safety of users at all tim
es. 

Sight lines are provided along all m
ajor streets, park and 

plaza connections. Sight lines that are unobstructed, w
ell lit 

and continuous, provide clarity in direction and destination, 
and can im

prove overall public safety. These sight lines w
ill 

optim
ise visual connection betw

een the com
m

unity and 
all m

ajor transport and com
m

unity hubs, prom
oting a safe 

m
ovem

ent route for all people at all tim
es.

Passive 
surveillance 

is 
provided 

on 
all 

frontages 
by 

residential and com
m

ercial uses that address all orientations 
at the upper levels. Passive surveillance is im

portant for 
com

m
unity connection and safety, particularly w

ithin the 
V

illage G
reen and W

aterloo C
om

m
on, w

hich are large 
spaces, but also along the pedestrianised lanew

ays that 
com

prise the fine grain street netw
ork of W

aterloo South. 

W
aterloo South encourages and facilitates active edges, 

particularly w
ith ground floor retail, services and com

m
unity 

facilities. 
A

ctivation 
of 

the 
streetscape 

through 
non-

residential uses can prom
ote night tim

e uses, increasing 
the com

m
unity presence throughout the day. A

dditional 
activation is provided by the inclusion of pocket parks, 
social corners, G

eorge Street A
ctivity Street, V

illage G
reen 

and W
aterloo C

om
m

on, that incorporate a range of m
eeting 

places and activity stations to encourage use day and night.
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LegendM
arked Pedestrian 

C
rossing

Raised Threshold
Signalised Intersections

Intersection w
ith 

Enhanced Pedestrian 
Provisions (Kerb/
Pavem

ent extensions, 
raised thresholds, 
footpath continuity 
treatm

ent)

Separated C
yclepath

Existing Streets

Shared C
yclew

ay
N

ew
 Streets

Traffi
c C

alm
ed Zones 

(Pedestrian only zones, 
shared zones or slow

 
streets)

Pedestrian O
nly Zone

M
ajor Park

STR
EET G

EO
M

ETRY

Ensuring people are prioritised in 
the public dom

ain

The streets w
ithin W

aterloo South are a com
bination of existing 

and new
, arranged to prom

ote pedestrian perm
eability and safety, 

and contribute to the creation of a pedestrian priority precinct. The 
contribution of streets to the urban environm

ent is enhanced by their 
design and are in accordance w

ith the current relevant A
ustralian 

Standards and Sydney Street C
odes 2013. A

long w
ith m

eeting the 
requirem

ents of these docum
ents, the street netw

ork:

• 
References the historical context and present geography of the 
site,

• 
Prioritises 

pedestrian 
m

ovem
ent 

by 
ensuring 

w
ide 

clear 
thoroughfares and regular safe crossings betw

een carriagew
ays,

• 
C

ontributes to a balanced public dom
ain by creating conditions 

that favour pedestrian and cycle m
ovem

ent, w
ithout com

prom
ising 

effi
ciency in vehicle m

ovem
ent and;

• 
Streets w

ill be constructed to be robust, easily m
aintained and 

environm
entally responsive. 

Fig. 7.3.91 Street G
eom

etry
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Legend
Em

ergency and M
aintenance Vehicle A

ccess 6m
 carriagew

ay

Em
ergency and M

aintenance Vehicle A
ccess 3m

 
carriagew

ay w
ith allocated loading and drop-off zones

EM
ER

G
EN

C
Y

 A
N

D
 M

A
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TEN
A

N
C

E V
EH

IC
LE A

C
C

ESS

Throughout W
aterloo South there is a netw

ork of connected streets 
providing em

ergency and m
aintenance vehicle access. Six m

etre w
ide 

carriagew
ays provide parking bays and/or dedicated loading and 

drop off zones for vehicles. Three m
etre carriagew

ays are designed 
w

ithout kerbs, and also include dedicated loading and drop off zones 
for em

ergency and m
aintenance vehicles.

Safety and security is considered 
through the inclusion of streets that 
are accessible for em

ergency and 
m

aintenance vehicles

Fig. 7.3.92 Em
ergency and M

aintenance Vehicle A
ccess
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Streets as social places, active 
spaces and com

m
unity connectors

K
EY

 STR
EETS 

Legend

The streets of W
aterloo South connect people to the num

erous 
com

m
unity, social, retail and services, and transport facilities available. 

Ranging from
 w

ider arterial roads to narrow
er lanew

ay connections, 
these streets becom

e social spaces in addition to their functional 
purpose. Increased building setbacks and w

idened footpaths, new
 

and upgraded crossings, shared zones and reduced vehicle speeds, 
prioritise pedestrian and cycle m

ovem
ent. 

The existing street tree canopy is increased by renew
ed planting 

palettes and tree replacem
ent ratios, and w

ith W
ater Sensitive U

rban 
D

esign (W
SU

D
) initiatives, presents a ‘green’ and environm

entally 
sustainable street approach. A

ctivity stations, adjoining m
ajor parks 

and urban plazas, com
plim

ents the streetscapes and increases the 
activity along their edges. 

The lanew
ays are opportunities for pedestrians to m

ove from
 the 

busier active areas of W
aterloo South, around activity centres and 

public open spaces, into the quieter m
ore residential zones, w

ith 
com

plete ease through a dispersed range of routes and options. 

The streets are also catalysts for com
m

unity collaboration. They create 
opportunities for cultural and creative representation, in the diverse 
range of streets, as variable as they are possible, ranging from

 public 
and street art to cultural activity installations and edible landscapes.

Pedestrian B
oulevard 20 - 25m

Local Street 20.2m
Local shared street 20.2m
Shared Slow

 Street 13m
N

eighbourhood Lanew
ays 9m

Park Lanew
ays 9m

Pedestrian A
ccess Lanew

ay 9m
Pedestrian Lanew

ay 6m
O

pen Space (Parks and Setbacks)
Social C

orners
C

om
m

unity B
uildings

Fig. 7.3.93 Key Streets
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Fig. 7.3.94 G
eorge Street A

ctivity Street
Fig. 7.3.96 Sonder B

oulevard, C
openhagen

Fig. 7.3.97 Local and C
onnector Streets

Fig. 7.3.98 B
aptist Street, Redfern

Fig. 7.3.99 Stanley Street, Southbank B
risbane 

Fig. 7.3.95 H
am

m
arby Sjöstad, Stockholm

Reinvigorating the Estate’s prim
ary connector streets as green spaces for people

A
 renew

ed approach to connecting the Estate, through greening, activation and collaboration

LO
C

A
L A

N
D

 C
O

N
N

EC
TO

R
 STR

EETS
G

EO
R

G
E STR

EET

The m
ajor east-w

est connectors through W
aterloo South are the existing Raglan and W

ellington streets. These streets 
border the V

illage G
reen and connect the Estate to the G

reater Sydney area through dedicated cycle paths, bus routes and 
w

idened pedestrian thoroughfares. W
ellington Street, Raglan Street and Pitt Street w

ill becom
e W

aterloo South’s ‘green’ 
corridors. The existing streetscape has a w

ell established tree canopy, w
hich w

ill be m
aintained and increased over tim

e, 
through building setbacks and tree replacem

ent ratio strategies. G
round floor retail and services w

ill be encouraged to spill 
into the w

ider and m
ore pedestrian friendly sidew

alks w
hich w

ill contribute to a m
ore com

fortable and enjoyable pedestrian 
experience. Pitt Street, w

hich runs north-south along the eastern edge of W
aterloo South, w

ill have w
ider footpaths on the 

w
estern side that w

ill provide ease of pedestrian m
ovem

ents and a larger landscaped interface to the existing buildings 
on the opposite side of Pitt Street.

G
eorge Street is m

odified into an ‘activity street’ that links the northern and southern areas of W
aterloo South. W

idened 
footpaths adjoining active building frontages, creates opportunities for retail and cafe breakout spaces. C

onnecting to the 
edges of both the m

ajor parks, the G
eorge Street A

ctivity Street is the first stage of the renew
al of G

eorge Street into a 
future Pedestrian B

oulevard and ‘G
reen Spine’ of the Estate, and a prim

ary com
ponent of the A

ccessible Local M
ovem

ent 
Route.

Legend
Legend

G
eorge Street A

ctivity Street (20 - 25m
)

O
pen Space (Parks and Setbacks)

Social C
orners

C
om

m
unity B

uildings

Local Street 20.2m

O
pen Space (Parks and Setbacks)

Social C
orners

C
om

m
unity B

uildings
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O

Fig. 7.3.100 C
ope Street M

etro
Fig. 7.3.103 G

atew
ay Pedestrian Links

Fig. 7.3.102 G
eorge Street, Lightrail Station, Sydney

Fig. 7.3.105 Passeig de St Joan, B
arcelona

Fig. 8.3.1.101 N
ew

 Road, B
righton

Fig. 7.3.104 M
ariahilferstrasse, V

ienna

A
ctive entry streetscapes prom

oting the culture, creativity and com
m

unity of the Estate, w
hile 

connecting the com
m

unity to the neighbouring suburbs of Redfern and W
aterloo

A
n active, shared street connecting the M

etro Q
uarter to W

aterloo South

Running adjacent and parallel to the M
etro Q

uarter, C
ope Street M

etro w
ill be a highly active streetscape. It is the 

interface betw
een the M

etro Q
uarter and V

illage G
reen to the east and offers m

ultiple bicycle parking and seating 
options along its length. The M

etro Q
uarter’s ground level retail and com

m
unity uses w

ill activate the streetscape, 
w

hilst the reduced vehicular speeds of the shared slow
-street w

ill prioritise pedestrian and cyclist safety.

The G
atew

ay Pedestrian Link is located on the edge of W
aterloo South, connecting the com

m
unity to W

aterloo (and in the 
future Redfern w

ith a future northern G
atew

ay Link proposed for W
aterloo N

orth), and draw
ing pedestrian m

ovem
ents tow

ards 
G

eorge Street and the M
etro Q

uarter. W
hile the southern G

atew
ay Pedestrian Link is a key thoroughfare, it contains a num

ber 
of breakout spaces and activation stations to attract com

m
unity use throughout the day and evening. The Link is anchored 

by com
m

unity uses, and contributes to breakout spaces for these uses. A
 w

idened tree-lined path prioritises pedestrian and 
cyclist safety by elim

inating or restricting vehicular traffi
c to service and em

ergency vehicles only at reduced speeds.

Legend
Legend

Local shared street 20.2m
O

pen Space (Parks and Setbacks)
Social C

orners
C

om
m

unity B
uildings

G
atew

ay Pedestrian Link (Lanew
ay 9m

)
O

pen Space (Parks and Setbacks)
Social C

orners
C

om
m

unity B
uildings

W
A

TER
LO

O
 E

S
TA

TE
  W

A
TE

R
LO

O
 S

O
U

TH
 U

R
B

A
N

 D
ES

IG
N

 &
 P

U
B

LIC
 D

O
M

A
IN

 S
TU

D
Y

3
3

8
  P

LA
N

N
IN

G
 P

R
O

P
O

S
A

L _ 0
8

.0
4

.2
0

2
0



A
P

P
EN

D
IX

 7.3
 P

U
B

LIC
 D

O
M

A
IN

100
0m

N

LA
N

EW
AY

 C
O

N
N

EC
TIO

N
S

Fig. 7.3.106 N
orth-South N

eighbourhood Lanew
ays

Fig. 7.3.108 B
akery Lane, B

risbane

Fig. 7.3.107 Sydney Lanew
ays

Re-establishing the fine grain netw
ork of historic W

aterloo, creating a connected W
aterloo South 

and unique experiences

The N
eighbourhood Lanew

ays, referencing the finer grain streetscape of historic W
aterloo, are key contributors to the 

A
ccessible Local M

ovem
ent Route and opportunities to express culture and creativity through landscape and public art. The 

Park Lanew
ays, adjoining the V

illage G
reen and W

aterloo C
om

m
on, create separate pedestrian zones and expand their overall 

public open space. These lanew
ays are also key contributors to social corners, providing locations for im

portant visual nodes 
to assist w

ith w
ayfinding, such as significant trees and public art installations. 

The sm
aller east - w

est Pedestrian Lanew
ays, referencing the finer grain streetscape of historic W

aterloo, are dispersed 
throughout W

aterloo South, providing local connections betw
een key places. These lanew

ays are often steeper than existing 
streets, running north – south, as they traverse the steeper topography to the east w

ith a series of stairw
ays and ram

ps. Street 
and public art, and unique pavem

ent treatm
ents, w

ill provide a unique identity differentiating their fine grain, pedestrian only 
character from

 the other streets, lanes and links. A
 single avenue of sm

aller street trees, w
here possible, w

ill provide greenery 
and shade.

Legend
N

eighbourhood Lanew
ays 9m

Park Lanew
ays 9m

 
Pedestrian Lanew

ays 6m
Fig. 7.3.109 Pitt Street M

all, Sydney
O

pen Space (Parks and Setbacks)
Social C

orners
C

om
m

unity B
uildings
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In special areas: H
am

let B
lue B

rick w
ith C

oS C
oncrete U

nit Paver 

Special areas: H
am

let B
lue B

rick w
ith sandstone and 

m
etal inlay

C
oS C

oncrete U
nit Paver 

P1P2P3P4P5

H
am

let B
lue B

rick Paving

C
oS C

oncrete U
nit Paver w

ith C
oncrete Setts, w

ith 
H

am
let B

lue B
rick B

anding

Pavem
ents and kerbs are crucial for defining key areas, creating a 

legible street hierarchy, w
ayfinding, and pedestrian and vehicular 

safety. 

Street pavem
ents and m

aterial pavem
ents m

ust be consistent w
ith 

the design objectives and key principles of the C
ity of Sydney (C

oS)
Streets 

Technical 
Specifications 

(2013) 
and 

A
ustralian 

Standards. 
Paving selection is conscious of ongoing m

aintenance and aim
s to be 

robust, durable and easily m
aintained.

In m
ajor public spaces such as the V

illage G
reen &

 W
aterloo C

om
m

on 
a special paving treatm

ent of concrete unit pavers w
ith brick feature 

paving has been chosen to create a unique sense of place. Variations 
in size and finish of recurring paving elem

ents, brick and concrete, 
provide rhythm

 and interest along m
ajor north-south &

 east-w
est 

streets &
 lanew

ays w
hile highlighting key destinations throughout 

W
aterloo South. 

C
reating an interesting and dynam

ic 
ground plane w

hich defines and 
unifies key areas w

ithin W
aterloo 

South

Fig. 7.3.110 Pavem
ent &

 Kerb Types Plan 
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V
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EN

TS 

• 
A

long existing m
ajor local streets such as  Pitt, C

ope, 
W

ellington &
 Raglan paving w

ill be hard w
earing to 

ensure durability in a high traffi
cked area.

• 
C

oS concrete unit pavers are used m
ixed throughout 

lanew
ays &

 pocket parks am
ongst the Estate.

• 
Lanew

ays w
ithin W

aterloo South w
ill have their ow

n 
unique locale defined by brick paving.

K
ER

B
 A

N
D

 K
ER

B
 R

A
M

PS 

• 
A

long existing m
ajor local streets such as  Pitt, C

ope, 
W

ellington &
 Raglan in-situ concrete kerbs &

 ram
ps 

w
ill be necessary to m

atch existing. 
• 

Lanew
ays  w

ill have flush kerbs for ease of m
ovem

ent. 
• 

The slow
 shared street (John St.) w

ill require kerbs &
 

raised threshold. These w
ill be finished to m

atch the 
selected unit paver.  

PIT LID
S 

A
ll streets, lanes and plazas:

• 
Infill lids w

ith adjacent pavem
ent type only. 

• 
A

lign 
service 

lids 
w

ith 
pavem

ent 
coursing 

and 
expansion joints. 

D
R

IV
EW

AY
 C

R
O

SS O
V

ER
S 

A
ll drivew

ay crossovers throughout W
aterloo South m

ust 
be treated w

ith the adjacent pavem
ent type to ensure 

pedestrian priority. 

PA
R

K
IN

G
 B

AYS 

Parking bays along existing Pitt Street and C
ope Street 

m
ust be treated in accordance w

ith the C
oS standards, to 

ensure delineation betw
een road &

 parking lanes. 

PA
V

IN
G

Fig. 
7.3.113 

C
oS 

C
oncrete 

U
nit 

Paver 
w

ith 
C

oncrete Setts, w
ith H

am
let B

lue B
rick B

anding

Fig. 7.3.112 H
am

let B
lue B

rick Paving
Fig. 7.3.111  
C

oS C
oncrete U

nit Paver 

Fig. 7.3.114 
H

alm
et B

lue B
rick w

ith C
oS C

oncrete U
nit 

Paver 

Fig. 7.3.115 
H

am
let B

lue B
rick w

ith sandstone inlay and 
m

etal inlay
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Special areas: U
nique palette to key spaces 

C
ity of Sydney furniture palette

IN
D

IC
ATIV

E FU
R

N
ITU

R
E A

N
D

 U
R

B
A

N
 ELEM

EN
TS

Furniture and urban elem
ents w

ithin W
aterloo South aim

 to be 
aesthetically pleasing, functional and robust for residents and the 
w

ider com
m

unity. The am
ount and type of furniture in different areas 

w
ill be determ

ined by the expected rate of use and program
 identified 

for that specific area. Public D
om

ain furniture is to be in accordance 
w

ith C
ity of Sydney palette (Sydney Street C

odes 2013) as w
ell as 

purpose built elem
ents in special / key areas that help identify the sites 

characteristics and culture. O
verall, the palette w

ill im
prove the local 

aesthetic of the Estate and set a precedent for future developm
ent in 

the LG
A

.

W
aterloo South w

ill have a consistent palette or suite of furniture and 
urban elem

ents, com
plim

entary to the built and natural surrounds 
w

hilst also being sym
pathetic to the sites rich heritage.  

A
long m

ost north-south, east-w
est streets and lanew

ays standard 
C

ity of Sydney furniture shall be utilised for functionality, to m
eet the 

everyday needs of a com
m

unity m
ade up of residents, com

m
uters 

and visitors. U
nique proposals for furniture &

 urban elem
ents w

ill be 
in key spaces such as the V

illage G
reen and W

aterloo C
om

m
on. This 

w
ill create a sense of arrival and defined program

 w
ithin areas for the 

com
m

unity. 

Providing a consistent suite 
of furniture &

 urban elem
ents, 

com
plim

entary to the built and 
natural surrounds w

hilst also 
sym

pathetic to the sites rich 
heritage

Fig. 7.3.116 Furniture &
 Elem

ents Plan
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W
aterloo South w

ill need a variety of public dom
ain 

elem
ents w

hich w
ill fulfil different requirem

ents across the 
Precinct. Elem

ents required in the public dom
ain w

ill be 
dependant  upon  location,  expected  rate  of  use  and  
program

.                                                                                 

EX
ISTIN

G
 STR

EETS

A
long existing m

ajor local streets such as  Pitt, C
ope, 

W
ellington &

 Raglan any upgrades to furniture and urban 
elem

ents w
ill be to the standard C

oS furniture palette.  
Elem

ents include:  
• 

Seating 
• 

C
ycle Parking 

• 
B

ollards
• 

B
ins

• 
B

us Shelters
• 

B
ubblers

• 
Parking M

eters
• 

Signage 
• 

Tree G
rates 

LA
N

EW
AYS &

 SH
A

R
ED

 STR
EETS 

Lanew
ays and shared streets w

ill focus on pedestrian 
am

enity through furniture and urban elem
ents. These 

elem
ents w

ill also be utilised in traffi
c calm

ing m
easures. 

Elem
ents include: 

• 
Seating 

• 
C

ycle Parking 
• 

B
ollards

• 
B

ins
• 

B
ubblers

• 
Signage specifically w

ayfinding 
• 

Tree G
rates

V
ILLA

G
E G

R
EEN

, W
ATER

LO
O

 C
O

M
M

O
N

 &
 LA

N
EW

AYS 

Public places &
 select lanew

ays w
ill require tailored 

am
enity for the com

m
unity and guests of W

aterloo South. 
The urban elem

ents w
ill be unique and site specific to 

create a feeling of arrival and a sense of place. 
Elem

ents include: 
• 

Seating 
• 

B
ins

• 
B

ubblers
• 

B
B

Q
’s

• 
Shelters

• 
Signage specifically w

ay finding &
 inform

ation 
• 

Tree G
rates

FU
R

N
ITU

R
E

SH
ELTER

S

U
R

B
A

N
 ELEM

EN
TS

Fig. 7.3.123 B
in: Recycled A

lum
inium

 
&

 Pow
dercoated m

etropolis bronze 
&

 Polished Stainless Steel

Fig. 
7.3.121 

B
ollard: 

B
ronze 

Pow
dercoated A

lum
inium

Fig. 7.3.122 C
ycle Parking: Stainless 

Steel
Fig. 7.3.124 Tree G

rate: Stainless Steel 

Fig. 7.3.126 D
ual B

urner B
B

Q
Fig. 7.3.125 Picnic Table Seating

Fig. 
7.3.118 

Seat: 
Form

ed 
C

oncrete 
C

ube
Fig. 7.3.119 Tim

ber B
ench Seating

Fig. 7.3.120 C
ircular Seating

Fig. 
7.3.127 

B
espoke 

Shelter: 
Pow

dercoated A
lum

inium
  

Fig. 7.3.117 Seat: B
ronze Pow

dercoated 
Steel 

fram
e 

+ 
recycled 

com
posite 

seat
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Special areas: U
nique palette to place 

C
ity of Sydney Lighting

W
all m

ounted / C
atenary lighting 

Existing A
usgrid Lighting Pole 

IN
D

IC
ATIV

E LIG
H

TIN
G

C
reating safe, beautiful and vibrant 

places full of day and evening 
activity for residents and visitors

Lighting w
ithin W

aterloo South m
ust com

plem
ent the streetscape 

and create safe, functional streets for pedestrians &
 vehicular traffi

c. 
Lighting type, size and function w

ill vary across W
aterloo South. A

 
specific focus w

ill be placed on creating safe, beautiful places for 
day and evening activity for residents and visitors. Lighting design 
m

ust be conscious to tie into the existing condition and adhere to 
requirem

ents outlined by the C
ity of Sydney; Sydney Streets C

ode 
(2013), Sydney Lights D

esign C
ode (2015), A

ustralian Standards, and 
the Sydney Streets Technical Specifications (2013).

Existing 
standard 

Energy 
A

ustralia 
poles 

occur 
on 

Pitt, 
C

ope, 
W

ellington &
 Raglan streets.  In areas such as the V

illage G
reen &

 
W

aterloo C
om

m
on there w

ill be distinctive street lighting features 
w

hich com
plem

ent the palette of these key areas. O
n north-south 

streets such as C
ope Street and G

eorge Street, the C
ity of Sydney 

B
ronze Sm

art Pole w
ill be utilised. This new

 technology w
ill provide 

residents and guests a chance to connect to w
ifi and explore W

aterloo 
South w

hilst also setting a quality precedent for future developm
ent in 

the LG
A

. W
all m

ounted or catenary lighting w
ill be used along m

inor 
lanew

ays to create a unique condition and sense of place w
hilst also 

im
proving safety at night. 

Fig. 7.3.128 Lighting Plan 
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 P

U
B

LIC
 D

O
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A
IN

D
ESIG

N
 ELEM

EN
TS TA

B
LE 

EX
ISTIN

G
 LIG

H
TIN

G

A
long existing m

ajor local streets such as  Pitt, C
ope, 

W
ellington &

 Raglan any upgrades to lighting w
ill be to 

m
atch existing. 

Lighting type:
• 

 A
usgrid Lighting Pole

SM
A

R
T ZO

N
ES 

Sm
art zones have been identified on m

ajor north-south 
site links including G

eorge Street &
 C

ope Street. A
s w

ell 
as the southern east-w

est lane &
 shared slow

 street (John 
St.) also bounding each side of the m

ajor public spaces. 
Lighting type:
• 

 C
ity of Sydney B

ronze Sm
art Pole

LA
N

ES

Lanew
ays 

across 
W

aterloo 
South 

are 
identified 

for 
inclusion of unique lighting elem

ents to create character 
&

 im
prove surveillance at night. 

Lighting type:
• 

C
atenary Lighting 

• 
W

all M
ounted Lighting

• 
D

ecorative Lighting 

SPEC
IA

L A
R

EA
S

These m
ajor public spaces are identified for special 

treatm
ent in regards to lighting. Lighting in these places 

m
ust facilitate safe night activation, contribute to the 

character of the space and be flexible to w
ork w

ith 
program

m
ing. 

Lighting type:
• 

C
atenary Lighting 

• 
W

all M
ounted Lighting

• 
D

ecorative Lighting
• 

C
ity of Sydney B

ronze Sm
art Pole

• 
Public art / Lighting Installations 

EX
ISTIN

G
 LIG

H
TIN

G
C

ITY
 O

F SY
D

N
EY

 
LIG

H
TIN

G

LA
N
ES

Fig. 7.3.134 W
all M

ounted Lighting
Fig. 7.3.133 C

atenary Lighting 

Fig. 7.3.130 C
ity of Sydney B

ronze Sm
art Pole

Fig. 7.3.129 A
usgrid Lighting Pole

Fig. 7.3.131 Public A
rt / Lighting Installations 

w
ith C

ity of Sydney Lighting

Fig. 7.3.132 D
ecorative Lighting 
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Fig. 7.3.135 W
aterloo Park
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7.3.3 EC
O

LO
G

Y
 A

N
D

 B
IO

D
IV

ER
SITY

Ensuring that ecology and biodiversity is thoughtfully integrated into all aspects 
of public dom

ain design, inform
ed by C

ity of Sydney’s (C
oS) Sustainable Sydney 

2030 V
ision.

W
aterloo South w

ill w
eave into the existing G

reen G
rid w

ithin Sydney, offering 
renew

ed possibilities and uses for open space and providing opportunities to 
im

prove existing biodiversity connections in the region. Support for a diverse 
landscape w

ill be driven by the inclusion of extensive native and exotic planting 
throughout 

the 
public 

dom
ain 

and 
w

ater 
sensitive 

urban 
design 

(W
SU

D
) 

opportunities. W
ater storage, recycling and filtration is integrated throughout the 

Estate, w
ith W

SU
D

 along G
eorge Street anchoring the initiative and reflecting 

W
aterloo’s historical w

ater story. 

C
reating a considered urban forest for W

aterloo South is of high priority. 
Increasing the canopy cover across W

aterloo South and selecting a variety of 
native, seasonal street planting w

ill com
plete the urban forest palette. W

aterloo 
South w

ill also integrate productive landscape initiatives throughout the public  
and com

m
unal open space in the form

 of com
m

unity gardens, edible landscapes 
and roof gardens. These initiatives are opportunities for the landscape to 
reference Indigenous history and natural heritage through planting. 

The design and approach to ecology and biodiversity has been developed in 
alignm

ent w
ith the C

ity of Sydney’s codes. These include, C
ity of Sydney Street 

Tree M
asterplan (2011), U

rban Forest Strategy (2013), Liveable G
reen N

etw
ork 

(2011), Landscape C
ode (2016) and the U

rban Ecology Strategy A
ction Plan 

(2014).

D
elivering a W

aterloo South that 
is a sustainable, regenerative and 
environm

entally responsible landscape
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W
ATER

 SEN
SITIV

E U
R

B
A

N
 D

ESIG
N

LegendD
etention B

asin
Raingarden

B
iofiltration Street Trees

W
ater Sensitive U

rban D
esign

Indicative B
ypass

O
verland Flow

W
aterloo South’s w

ater sensitive urban design (W
SU

D
) strategy w

ill 
effi

ciently utilise public space to treat and m
anage storm

w
ater across 

the site. A
t present, the m

ajority of W
aterloo South is located w

ithin a 
flood plain and suffers from

 poor drainage during m
ajor rain events. 

W
ell considered approaches to w

ater storage and bio-retention 
w

ill w
ork to m

itigate flooding and offer cultural, environm
ental and 

aesthetic am
enity for W

aterloo South. B
eneath the V

illage G
reen 

and W
aterloo C

om
m

on, a detention basin w
ill assist in treating the 

overland flow
s and flood m

itigation across the Estate. Planted tree 
pits throughout W

aterloo South and along streetscapes w
ill contribute 

to the filtration and treatm
ent of storm

w
ater before it enters other bio-

retention and W
SU

D
 system

s.

Refer to the separate report prepared by A
EC

O
M

 for m
ore details.

W
aterloo South w

ill be developed 
w

ith consideration for the changing 
attitudes tow

ard w
ater preservation 

and reuse, in alignm
ent w

ith the 
C

oS vision for a sustainable city
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Fig. 7.3.136 W
ater Sensitive U

rban D
esign and W

aterplay
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P
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D
IX

 7.3
 P

U
B

LIC
 D

O
M

A
IN

Fig. 7.3.138 V
ictoria Park, Sydney

Fig. 7.3.140 G
oyder Square, Palm

erston N
orthern Territory

Fig. 7.3.139 Sydney Park, Sydney
Fig. 7.3.137 Edinburgh Rain G

ardens, Fitzroy, M
elbourne

W
ATER

PLAY
 / W

ATER
 SEN

SITIV
E U

R
B

A
N

 
D

ESIG
N

 IN
TER

PR
ETIV

E PLAY
W

ATER
 SEN

SITIV
E U

R
B

A
N

 D
ESIG

N
 

PLA
N

TIN
G

W
ATER

 SEN
SITIV

E U
R

B
A

N
 D

ESIG
N

/ B
IO

-
R

ETEN
TIO

N

Fig. 7.3.142
C

arex appressa
Fig. 7.3.141 
Juncus usitatus

Fig. 7.3.143
C

arex fascicularis
Fig. 7.3.144 
Ficinia nodosa

Traditional interpretations of w
aterplay w

ill be plentiful and 
present w

ithin the public dom
ain along w

ith non traditional 
form

s of W
SU

D
 as interpretive play. A

long G
eorge Street, 

a linear stretch of bio-retention w
ill run from

 the V
illage 

G
reen, to the edge of W

aterloo C
om

m
on in the south. 

This W
SU

D
 elem

ent w
ill be com

plem
ented by a sim

ilar 
sized W

SU
D

 initiative throughout the V
illage G

reen, w
hich 

w
ill also be designed as inform

al play elem
ents. Regular 

concrete crossing intervals w
ill be integrated into the 

design of the W
SU

D
, to allow

 for ease of access east- 
w

est across W
aterloo South.

The W
SU

D
 planting palette proposes integration of flood 

tolerant species w
ithin the under storey m

ix, to further 
assist w

ith storm
w

ater m
anagem

ent and pollutant filtration, 
serving as a resilient landscape strategy surviving through 
both flood events and short periods of drought.

A
cross W

aterloo South, a num
ber of m

easures have 
been 

introduced 
to 

treat 
and 

m
anage 

storm
w

ater 
before it enters m

ajor w
ater system

s.  B
io-retention pits 

run the entire length of G
eorge Street, contributing to 

not only w
ater treatm

ent, but serving as a spine to the 
w

ater story of W
aterloo. In the V

illage G
reen, the bio-

retention bodies flank the eastern and w
estern edges, 

ensuring 
better 

filtration 
and 

treatm
ent 

of 
w

ater 
that 

runs into the site. To further support the W
SU

D
 strategy 

throughout 
streetscapes, 

bio-retention 
tree 

pits 
have 

been incorporated to assist w
ith treating runoff volum

es 
along pedestrian pathw

ays in rainfall events.

A
 robust and responsive w

ater landscape 
that is considerate of the environm

ent, and 
w

orks to educate the next generation of 
W

aterloo South’s com
m

unity through play

U
sing planting to add texture, increase 

biodiversity and contribute to the filtration of 
w

ater on site

M
axim

ising opportunities to m
anage the 

w
ater that enters W

aterloo South using 
a range of W

ater Sensitive U
rban D

esign 
initiatives
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Fig. 7.3.148 U
rban Forest and B

iodiversity
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ER
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LegendProposed Tree
M

edium
 Value Retained

H
igh Value Retained

Fig

Trees and their associated canopy are one of the m
ost im

portant 
natural com

ponents for a city. The urban forest schem
e for W

aterloo 
South w

ill deliver aesthetic and functional benefits for the com
m

unity. 
W

here tree rem
oval is necessary a targeted replenishm

ent strategy 
of three to one w

ill be im
plem

ented to recover and increase cover in 
the area.  

A
ligning w

ith the C
ity of Sydney’s vision, the urban forest w

ithin 
W

aterloo South w
ill provide a canopy coverage target of 30 percent 

w
ith the indicative concept m

asterplan giving the potential for 42 
percent, increasing the existing coverage from

 28.9 percent. C
anopy 

coverage offers respite from
 the heat of the sum

m
er sun and shades 

the surfaces of passage and m
ovem

ent across W
aterloo South. The 

environm
ental benefits of shaded hard scape is w

ell docum
ented as 

a key factor in com
bating the im

pacts of the urban heat island effect. 

W
ith reference to the U

rban Ecology Strategic A
ction Plan produced 

by the C
oS, the biodiversity schem

e for W
aterloo South intends to 

im
prove upon the existing netw

ork of flora and fauna. W
aterloo South 

aim
s to deliver a resilient urban ecosystem

, through considered 
planting, approaches to w

ater m
anagem

ent, edible landscape and 
the general arrangem

ent of public open space. 

To develop a liveable Estate, there w
ill be an increased focus on 

creating areas of habitat and protection for the local fauna, particularly 
native birds, reptiles and m

am
m

als. Increasing the presence of native 
stingless bees w

ill also be a priority. W
ith the grow

ing education on 
the decline of this critical species, providing an assortm

ent of colourful, 
flow

ering native plants is vital. These m
ay include a selection of 

C
allistem

ons, Eucalyptus trees and B
anksias. 

W
aterloo South’s urban forest and 

planting strategies w
ill connect the 

existing netw
ork of green spaces 

and urban forest, strengthening 
biodiversity locally and regionally
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Fig. 7.3.151 U
nderstorey

Fig. 7.3.150 Proposed Trees 
Fig. 7.3.149 Existing Trees Retained 

EX
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LegendM
ajor Park
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W
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rban D
esign

M
edium

 Value Retained

H
igh Value Retained

Fig
Proposed Tree

Low
 grow

ing under storey species have been selected to further define the 
streetscape and public spaces, provide habitat w

ithin an urban environm
ent, 

increasing local biodiversity and avoiding obstruction of sight lines across 
W

aterloo South, providing for a safe and healthy environm
ent. Species include 

a variety of indigenous, native and exotics w
ith consideration of W

SU
D

 and 
productive landscape strategies, w

here W
SU

D
 including flood tolerant species 

and elem
ents of bush tucker. Seasonal planting w

ill provide edible qualities 
such as flow

ers, roots and seeds. 

U
sing an assortm

ent of understory planting initiatives to bring 
the biodiversity grid to street level

The presence of existing valuable trees w
ill be enhanced by the 

tree replenishm
ent schem

e, w
ith an increase in canopy coverage 

site w
ide

W
aterloo South w

ill increase its existing canopy coverage from
 28.9%

 to a target of 
30%

 and potential of 42 percent from
 the indicative concept m

asterplan, providing 
shade am

enity to help reduce the urban heat island effect and strengthening 
W

aterloo South’s biodiversity.  The tree replenishm
ent strategy ensures an increase 

in the existing canopy coverage and actual trees for both the public and private 
dom

ain. Through tree replenishm
ent the streetscapes and public spaces w

ill be 
shaped as green places, providing adequate shade coverage during sum

m
er 

m
onths, im

proving am
enity and creating com

fortable spaces to live, w
ork and play. 

A
cross W

aterloo South, w
ith a focus on high and m

oderate value trees, retention of 
significant trees such as signature figs (Ficus m

icrocarpa and Ficus rubiginosa) and 
Eucalypts (Eucalyptus m

icrocorys) have been prioritised to help shape the public 
dom

ain w
hile preserving and building upon the existing urban forest character of 

W
aterloo South. 

Significant street trees along existing local streets particularly on the corner of Pitt 
and W

ellington have been prioritised to create public spaces . O
ther civic trees 

opposite the M
etro Q

uarter and throughout  W
aterloo C

om
m

on have also been 
retained, w

ith the public dom
ain com

plem
enting their retention. B

uilding setbacks, 
pocket parks and the m

ajor parks, V
illage G

reen and W
aterloo C

om
m

on, have 
been specifically located to ensure that a large percentage of high value trees are 
retained w

here possible.

Existing significant trees are an im
portant asset and contribute 

to W
aterloo South’s existing character. It is im

portant to m
aintain 

their presence w
hile strengthening urban forest and biodiversity 

connections
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Fig. 7.3.152 Street Tree D
iagram

IN
D

IC
ATIV

E STR
EET TR

EE PLA
N

TIN
G

LegendC
ope Street

Raglan Street
Pitt Street

W
ellington Street

Phillip Street 
Lanew

ays
M

cEvoy Street

D
iversifying the streetscape through 

a colourful, textural and seasonal 
street tree palette

Street tree species have been selected to provide a m
ix of species, 

native and exotic, evergreen and deciduous, to encourage diversity 
w

hilst providing adequate shade am
enity and contributing to the 

target 30%
 canopy coverage. 

A
cross W

aterloo South tree planting w
ill help characterise and define 

the streetscape typologies. Large trees w
ill be specified along G

eorge 
Street, local streets and in m

ajor public spaces. W
ellington and Raglan 

streets w
ill becom

e W
aterloo South’s green street corridors w

ith new
 

proposed trees set am
ongst signature existing trees retained w

ithin 
landscaped setbacks, pocket parks and social corners. These streets 
w

ill harness W
aterloo’s existing urban forest characteristics w

hile 
strengthening the Estate’s biodiversity connections. 

Large trees w
ill m

ediate the scale of the built form
, fram

e view
s along 

m
ajor pedestrian paths and provide m

uch needed shade in open 
areas. A

 predom
inantly native evergreen palette w

ill define W
aterloo 

South w
ith variations in colour and form

. O
ccasional seasonal planting 

w
ill diversify the street edges and aid w

ay finding. Lanew
ays across 

the site w
ill be punctuated by a variety of sm

all trees. These trees w
ill 

boast a variety of seasonal colour, texture and form
 to com

plim
ent the 

fine grain of lanew
ays in W

aterloo South. 

N
0m

100

W
A

TER
LO

O
 E

S
TA

TE
  W

A
TE

R
LO

O
 S

O
U

TH
 U

R
B

A
N

 D
ES

IG
N

 &
 P

U
B

LIC
 D

O
M

A
IN

 S
TU

D
Y

3
5

2
  P

LA
N

N
IN

G
 P

R
O

P
O

S
A

L _ 0
8

.0
4

.2
0

2
0



R
A

G
LA

N
 STR

EET

W
ELLIN

G
TO

N
 STR

EET
C

O
PE STR
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G
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R
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Fig. 7.3.158 Eucalyptus 
m

icrocorys
Fig. 7.3.154 A

ngophora 
floribunda

Fig. 7.3.167 Eucalyptus 
haem

astom
a

Fig. 7.3.169 M
elaleuca 

quinquenervia

Fig. 7.3.159 Lophostem
on 

confertus
Fig. 7.3.155 Lophostem

on 
confertus

Fig. 7.3.168 Fraxinus 
pennsylvanica

Fig. 7.3.162 C
orym

bia 
exim

ia
Fig. 7.3.165 M

elaleuca 
quinquenervia 

Fig. 7.3.160 Syzygium
 

paniculatum

Fig. 7.3.164 Liriodendron 
tulipifera

Fig. 7.3.174 
Flindersia australis

Fig. 7.3.180
Flindersia australis

Fig. 7.3.171
Eucalyptus pilularis

Fig. 7.3.177 
B

rachychiton acerifolius
Fig. 7.3.175 
Koelreuteria paniculata

Fig. 7.3.181 
Livistona australis

Fig. 7.3.182 
Pyrus calleryana 
‘chanticleer’

Fig. 7.3.183
Robinia pseudoacacia 
‘frisia’

Fig. 7.3.184 
Tristaniopsis laurina 
luscious

Fig. 7.3.185
W

aterhousia floribunda 
‘G

reen A
venue’

Fig. 7.3.172 
Eucalyptus saligna

Fig. 7.3.178
D

iploglottis australis

Fig. 7.3.157 A
rgyrodendron 

actinophyllum

Fig. 7.3.166 A
frocarpus 

falcatus 

Fig. 7.3.156 H
arpullia 

pendula 
Fig. 7.3.161 B

anksia 
integrifolia 

Fig. 7.3.163 C
orym

bua 
m

aculata

Fig. 7.3.173 
C

orym
bua exim

ia

Fig. 7.3.179 
Elaeocarpus eum

undi

Fig. 7.3.170 C
orym

bua 
m

aculata
Fig. 7.3.176 
B

ackhousia citriodora

Fig. 7.3.153 
A

ngophora costata 
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Fig. 7.3.186 Tree H
ierarchy 
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C
ivic Trees (Extra Large)

Large Trees 

Sm
all Trees 

M
edium

 Trees 

N
ote: A

ll Trees w
ith outlines 

are 
existing 

specim
ens 

to  
be retained.  

Providing a rich palette of trees 
and understory planting to diversify 
and define W

aterloo South’s public 
spaces

A
cross W

aterloo South there are four tree typologies that w
ill be 

introduced to help define the public dom
ain. C

ivic trees are considered 
icons for w

ay finding and location w
ithin certain public areas. M

any of 
the existing fig trees are considered civic, encom

passing W
aterloo’s 

existing character and w
ill be com

plem
ented by the seasonal colours 

of the Jacarandas and other seasonal planting. 

Larger trees w
ill outline the V

illage G
reen’s edges and run the length 

of G
eorge Street. M

edium
 size trees w

ill be distributed across the 
m

ajority of W
aterloo South. N

ative species, such as the M
elaleuca 

quinquenervia, w
ill run alongside the seasonal colours of Pyrus and 

Robina. Sm
aller trees w

ill be co-located w
ith m

ore intim
ate spaces 

and add colours and textures to their surrounds. 

U
nder storey planting w

ill be characterised by a predom
inantly native 

palette. Locations w
ill include m

ajor open spaces, tree pits and in 
W

ater Sensitive U
rban D

esign initiatives such as bio-retention basins. 
The under storey palette supports the intention to create edible 
landscapes. Plants include those native to the Sydney region and 
w

hich have historically been used for bush tucker. 
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Fig. 7.3.211 C
upaniopsis  

anacardioides
Fig. 7.3.212  
Elaeocarpus eum

undii
Fig. 7.3.206 
B

anksia integrifolia 

Fig. 7.3.201 
M

elaleuca quinquenervia

Fig. 7.3.193 
Lophostem

on confertus
Fig. 7.3.192 
Livistona australis 

Fig. 7.3.204 
Syzygium

 paniculatum
Fig. 7.3.199  
A

cm
ena sm

ithii

Fig. 7.3.194 
A

ngophora costata 

Fig. 7.3.205 
W

aterhousea floribunda 
‘G

reen A
venue’ 

Fig. 7.3.198
Syncarpia glom

ulifera

Fig. 7.3.202
Pyrus ussuriensis

Fig. 7.3.195 
B

ackhousia citriodora

Fig. 7.3.200
C

orym
bia exim

ia

Fig. 7.3.191
Jacaranda m

im
osifolia 

Fig. 7.3.203 Robinia 
pseudoacacia ‘Frisia’

Fig. 7.3.196
Eucalyptus m

icrocorys 

Fig. 7.3.187 
C

orym
bia m

aculata
Fig. 7.3.188
Eucalyptus grandis 

Fig. 7.3.189
Ficus m

acrophylla  
Fig. 7.3.190 
Ficus rubiginosa 

Fig. 7.3.197 
Eucalyptus pilularis  

SM
A
LL

C
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R
G
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M
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M

Fig. 7.3.207 
C

itrus lem
on x reticulata

Fig. 7.3.208  
C

itrus x m
eyeri

Fig. 7.3.209  
C

itrus reticulata
Fig. 7.3.210  
C

itrus sinensis 
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Fig. 7.3.214 
Prunus dom

estica 
Fig. 7.3.213  
Laurus nobilis 

Fig. 7.3.221 
A

splenium
 australasicum

Fig. 7.3.220  
A

nigozanthos m
anglesii

Fig. 7.3.229  
C

arpobrotus glaucescens
Fig. 7.3.228 
C

allistem
on ‘W

hite A
nzac’

Fig. 7.3.215 
Prunus persica

Fig. 7.3.222 
A

spidistra elatior

Fig. 7.3.230 
C

ym
bopogon citratus

Fig. 7.3.236 Farfugium
 

japonicum
 ‘G

iganteum

Fig. 7.3.216 Prunus persica 
var N

ectarine

Fig. 7.3.223 
B

anksia ericifolia

Fig. 7.3.231 C
ym

bopogon 
obtectus

Fig. 7.3.237
G

oodenia ovata

Fig. 7.3.224 B
anksia 

integrifolia prostrate

Fig. 7.3.232 
D

ianella caerulea

Fig. 7.3.238  
H

ebe inspiration
Fig. 7.3.242 
 Philodendron ‘X

anadu’

Fig. 7.3.226 
B

aum
ea articulata

Fig. 7.3.234 
Eleocharis sphacelata

Fig. 7.3.240 
Lom

andra longifolia 

Fig. 7.3.225 
B

anksia spinulosa

Fig. 7.3.233 
 D

ietes robinsoniana 

Fig. 7.3.239 Lavender 
angustifolia ‘M

unstead’
Fig. 7.3.243 Raphiolepis 
indica ‘O

riental Pearl’

Fig. 7.3.227 C
allistem

on 
vim

inalis ‘Little John’

Fig. 7.3.235 
Elettaria cardam

om
um

Fig. 7.3.241
Loropetalum

 chinense

U
N

D
ER

STO
R

EY
 SH

R
U

B
S

SM
A

LL TR
EES

Fig. 7.3.217 Pyrus  
calleryana ‘C

hanticleer’
Fig. 7.3.219  
U

lm
us parvifolia ‘Todd’ 

Fig. 7.3.218 Tristaniopsis 
laurina ‘Luscious’
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Fig. 7.3.245 
Thym

us vulgaris
Fig. 7.3.244 Rosem

arinus 
offi

cinalis ‘B
lue Lagoon’

Fig. 7.3.251 
H

ardenbergia violacea 
Fig. 7.3.250  
Liriope m

uscari

Fig. 7.3.246 
Salvia offi

cinalis

Fig. 7.3.252 
H

ibbertia scandens

Fig. 7.3.247 
V

iola hederacea

Fig. 7.3.253 M
elaleuca 

hypericifolia ‘U
lladulla 

B
eacon’

Fig. 7.3.2448  
W

estringia fruticosa 

Fig. 7.3.254   
Scaevola aem

ula
Fig. 7.3.256
Them

eda triandra

Fig. 7.3.249 
X

anthorrhoea spp

Fig. 7.3.255 
Poa spp.
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D
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C
TIV
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N

D
SC

A
PE

The principle of a productive landscape is to encourage design 
initiatives 

m
oving 

into 
the 

future 
of 

regenerative 
urban 

design. 
W

ith a grow
ing population, opportunities are m

axim
ised to localise 

food production. B
eyond sim

ple agricultural values, the productive 
landscape initiative has a variety of com

m
unity benefits, all of w

hich 
are highly valuable for the Estate’s com

m
unity. 

A
cross W

aterloo South, a num
ber of opportunities have been integrated 

to strengthen productive landscape principles into the design. Three 
m

ajor ideas have been explored; com
m

unity gardens / farm
s, edible 

landscapes and com
m

unal courtyards and rooftop gardens. A
ll of 

these opportunities are a response to create com
m

unity, reference 
and educate about culture and prom

ote an aw
areness of ecology and 

sustainability The productive landscape initiative is an opportunity 
to reflect W

aterloo’s Indigenous history using native flora especially 
planting associated w

ith bush tucker. 

Landscape use is m
axim

ised 
through the inclusion and 
distribution of productive landscape 
initiatives

Fig. 7.3.257 B
eacons Food Forest, W

ashington

Fig. 7.3.259. B
rooklyn G

range, N
ew

 York C
ity

Fig. 7.3.258 B
oston Rooftop Farm

s, B
oston
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0m
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N
Fig. 7.3.260 C

om
m

unity G
ardens

Fig. 7.3.261 Edible Landscapes
Fig. 7.3.262   Rooftop G

ardens
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Legend
Legend

Legend
C

om
m

unity G
arden V

illage G
reen

W
ater Sensitive U

rban D
esign 

Rooftop G
ardens

C
om

m
unity G

arden W
aterloo C

om
m

ons
Pedestrian B

oulevard

Productive Lanew
ays

The productive landscape initiative w
ill include a rooftop planting schem

e across 
W

aterloo South. From
 sm

all private rooftop gardens, to large rooftop plots for 
harvesting produce, the potential of this m

ovem
ent is w

idespread. The rooftop 
gardens form

 part of the vertical villages that are encouraged for a range of building 
typologies to create sm

aller sub-com
m

unities in larger buildings or developm
ents.

Rooftop G
ardens com

plete the productive landscape m
ovem

ent, 
contributing to the am

enity of the vertical village
D

eveloping a tapestry of edible landscapes throughout W
aterloo 

South to reference Indigenous bush tucker and educate the 
com

m
unity on the possibilities of sustainable living

It is intended that a target of 30%
 of plants w

ithin the public dom
ain provide edible 

qualities that contribute to the productive landscape initiatives. The integration of 
edible species into the selected planting palettes include integration of bush tucker 
species, such as Syzygium

 spp, B
ackhousia citriodora and D

ianella spp, w
hich 

provide edible flow
ers, roots and seeds. A

long w
ith bush tucker species, m

any 
native bloom

ing species, such as A
ngophora costata and B

anksia spp., provide an 
excellent nectar source for honeybees. 

C
om

m
unity gardens are encouraged and prom

oted by the C
oS, w

ith the C
om

m
unity 

G
arden G

uidelines developed to ensure a safe, educational and productive 
outcom

e of these initiatives. For W
aterloo South, there is a focus on delivering tw

o 
com

m
unity gardens/farm

s that cater for all m
em

bers of the com
m

unity throughout 
the Estate’s neighbourhoods.

The com
m

unity gardens in the V
illage G

reen and W
aterloo C

om
m

on are the tw
o 

m
ajor contributors to the productive landscape initiative. A

 portion of W
aterloo 

South’s productive landscape initiatives w
ill be provided to the com

m
unity as 

com
m

unity gardens. The distribution of these parks also provides ease of access 
for residents living in all areas of the Estate. 

Prom
oting food security, clim

ate change m
itigation and the 

benefits of a healthy lifestyle, through com
m

unity organised 
gardens and urban farm

s
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U
se: Sm

all edible berries

U
se: Fronds for w

eaving

U
se: Flow

ers to support 
honey production

U
se: Sm

all, edible fruits

Fig. 7.3.263 
A

cm
ena sm

ithii 

Fig. 7.3.269 
M

elaleuca quinquenervia

Fig. 7.3.264
A

ngophora costata

Fig. 7.3.270 
Syzygium

 paniculatum

Fig. 7.3.265 
B

ackhousia citriodora

Fig. 7.3.271
B

anksia ericifolia

Fig. 7.3.277
V

iola hederacea

Fig. 7.3.266 
B

anksia integrifolia

Fig. 7.3.272 B
anksia 

integrifolia prostate
Fig. 7.3.273
B

anksia spinulosa

Fig. 7.3.267 D
iploglottis 

australis

Fig. 7.3.274 C
arpobrotus 

glaucenscens

Fig. 7.3.268 
Livistona australis

U
se: Flow

ers to support 
honey production

U
se: Sm

all, edible flow
ers

U
se: Leaves for teas, 

fragrant oils, healing

U
se: Sugar nectar from

 
B

anksia blossom
s

U
se: Sugar nectar from

 
B

anskia blossom
s

U
se: Sugar nectar from

 
B

anskia blossom
s

U
se: Sugar nectar from

 
B

anskia blossom
s

U
se: Sm

all, edible fruits

U
se: Sm

all, edible fruits

U
se: Edible grow

ing bud

U
se: Fronds for basket 

w
eaving, edible berries

Fig. 7.3.275
D

ianella caerulea
Fig. 7.3.276 Lom

andra 
longifolia 

Including a w
ide variety 

of native and exotic edible 
plants into the landscape for 
productive purposes and to 
encourage com

m
unity living

The 
productive 

landscape 
planting 

palette 
has 

been 
developed to reflect Indigenous and native planting that is 
endem

ic to the region. A
 palette has been created for trees, 

under storey and edible landscapes / bush tucker, to ensure all 
aspects of the productive landscape initiative are m

et. W
hilst 

som
e plants on the list are included  because of their edible 

nature, others are plants com
m

only used for m
edicinal needs, 

or for structures such as w
oven baskets. A

longside this, there 
is a selection of non-Indigenous perennial herbs, fruiting trees 
and shrubs, and seasonal planting, that com

pletes the palette 
throughout W

aterloo South.
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U
se: Edible Fruit

U
se: Edible Fruit

U
se: Edible Fruit

U
se: Edible Fruit

U
se: Edible Fruit

U
se: Edible, fragrant 

leaves
U

se: Fragrant leaves, 
edible seedpods

U
se: Fragrant, edible 

leaves
U

se: Fragrant flow
ers for 

teas
U

se: Flow
ers to support 

honey production
U

se: Flow
ers to support 

honey production
U

se: Edible, fragrant 
leaves

U
se: Edible Fruit

U
se: Edible Fruit

U
se: Edible Fruit

Fig. 7.3.278
C

irtus lem
on x reticulata

Fig. 7.3.286
Elettaria cardom

om
um

Fig. 7.3.284
Prunus persica

Fig. 7.3.279
C

itrus x m
eyeri

Fig. 7.3.287
C

ym
bopogon citratus 

Fig. 7.3.285 Prunus 
persica var. N

ectarine

Fig. 7.3.280
C

itrus reticulata

Fig. 7.3.288 H
ebe 

inspiration

Fig. 7.3.281
C

itrus sinesis

Fig. 7.3.289 Lavender 
angustifolia ‘M

unstead’

Fig. 7.3.282
Laurus nobilis

Fig. 7.3.290 Rosem
arinus 

offi
cinalis ‘B

lue Lagoon’

Fig. 7.3.283
Prunus dom

estica

Fig. 7.3.291
Thym

e vulgaris
Fig. 7.3.292
Salvia offi

cinalis

PR
O

D
U

C
TIV

E LA
N

D
SC

A
PE PA

LETTE TA
B

LE 

TR
EES

D
raw

ing from
 the palette of species typically found in 

the Eastern B
anskia Scrub of the W

aterloo area, the 
selected range offers a variety of productive landscape 
opportunities, w

ith particular focus on Indigenous uses 
for native plants; for nectar, tea m

aking or use of bark for 
structures and art-m

aking. 

U
N

D
ER

 STO
R

EY
 

The suggested species draw
s on the plants com

m
only 

used by Indigenous people for w
eaving, structure or as a 

food source. A
ll species are suitable for the area.

B
U

SH
 TU

C
K

ER
 / ED

IB
LE LA

N
D

SC
A

PES

Edible landscape and bush tucker opportunities w
ill 

be integrated into all areas of the Estate. The species 
selected are endem

ic to the region and can tolerate both 
sun and shade conditions. 
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Fig. 7.3.293 B
eam

 Festival, C
hippendale

Source: https://w
w

w
.tim

eout.com
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7.3.4 PU
B

LIC
 A

RT, SIG
N

A
G

E A
N

D
 W

AY
 FIN

D
IN

G

Public art is an essential com
ponent in developing the cultural and creative 

character of W
aterloo South and the Estate. Public art provides the capacity to 

recognise the sites Indigenous culture and heritage through cultural expression. 
Expressions of public art can take a variety of form

s, from
 w

ay finding m
ethods, 

pavem
ent 

treatm
ents 

and 
decoration, 

installation, 
tem

porary 
w

orks 
and 

events, street art and art as function (seating, lighting). Public art can diversify 
the landscape, prom

ote a colourful and creative com
m

unity and im
prove 

connections betw
een the diverse com

m
unity w

ithin the Estate.
 W

aterloo is a place rich in cultural history and heritage. O
riginally, the land 

w
as a series of sw

am
ps and m

arshes, w
ith the W

aterloo Sw
am

p dom
inating 

m
uch of the W

aterloo and Zetland region. Post European settlem
ent, the region 

began to evolve. W
aterloo underw

ent m
ass changes in character, em

erging as 
an industrial place for m

illing, tanning, fell m
ongering, w

ool w
ashing, brew

ing 
and soap m

aking. Eventually, the area transform
ed from

 being purely industrial 
to residential. B

y the 1980s, the Estate w
as one of the largest public housing 

precincts in N
ew

 South W
ales. Today, the com

m
unity of W

aterloo is culturally 
diverse, rich in Indigenous representation and transform

ing into the future. 
W

hilst there is an obvious focus on using public art as a m
echanism

 to represent 
the past, it is also a m

ethod of exploring the present and the transition tow
ards 

the culture and character of W
aterloo in the future. 

The art for W
aterloo South goes beyond being a placem

aking, w
ay finding and 

aesthetic initiative. Public art has the capacity to engage the com
m

unity by 
allow

ing them
 to contribute to the visual landscape of the place. 

The strategy for public art, signage and w
ay finding has been developed in 

alignm
ent w

ith the follow
ing C

ity of Sydney C
odes;  C

reative C
ity, C

ultural Policy 
and A

ction Plan (2014 - 2024), Legible Sydney W
ay finding Strategy (2012) and 

the C
ity A

rt Public A
rt Strategy  (2016), as w

ell as the W
aterloo South Public A

rt 
Plan, M

ilne and Stonehous (2020).

Public art is a creative, inclusive and 
em

pow
ering m

ethod of engaging and 
representing W

aterloo’s com
m

unity
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N
A

R
R

ATIV
E

Fig. 7.3.296 Kopupaka Reserve in Te H
auauru Park, A

uckland

Fig. 7.3.294 Street A
rt, Redfern

Fig. 7.3.295 Lata 65, Portugal

The Estate’s evolution from
 a w

etland of diverse flora and 
fauna, to an industrial precinct and finally a key suburb on 
the outskirts of C

entral Sydney, has resulted in an area rich in 
heritage and culture.

The 
adaptability 

and 
resilience 

of 
W

aterloo 
are 

key 
characteristics of defining the Estate’s spirit of place, sense of 
belonging and celebration of cultural diversity. 

W
aterloo South’s Public A

rt Plan is driven by W
aterloo’s sense 

of place and it’s defining characteristics, driving identity, a 
sense of belonging, a value for the land and a celebration of 
the cultural diversity of the com

m
unity

W
aterloo South’s public art curatorial narrative w

ill reinforce 
the sites past, present and future, w

hilst building upon the 
idea of public space as outdoor ‘room

s’ and connecting the 
com

m
unity w

ith their neighbourhood. 

Public art w
ill exam

ine connections betw
een com

m
unity and 

the Estate alongside the use of public art as a m
ethod of w

ay 
finding, com

m
unity collaboration and the establishm

ent of 
W

aterloo South as a strong cultural dom
ain w

ithin the G
reater 

Sydney region. 

Refer to the W
aterloo South Public A

rt Plan prepared by M
ilne 

and Stonehouse for further inform
ation.

Public art provides the 
opportunity to recognise the 
Indigenous culture and heritage 
present w

ithin the Estate
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Fig. 7.3.299 A
rt and Environm

ent
Fig. 7.3.300 A

rt and Environm
ent

Fig. 7.3.297 A
rt and Site

Fig. 7.3.298 A
rt and C

om
m

unity

A
C

TIV
ATED

 PU
B

LIC
 D

O
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A
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N

D
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EETSC
A

PE
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C
ELLEN

C
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TEG
R

ITY
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N
D

 SU
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B
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C
U

LTU
R

A
L C

O
M

M
U

N
ITY

SITE SPEC
IFIC

ITY

The W
aterloo area is rich in heritage, including that of the 

Indigenous people. M
uch of the public art throughout the site 

w
ill focus on representing the characteristic of W

aterloo from
 

an area rich in Indigenous culture, to an industrial hub for inner
city Sydney, to its eventual em

ergence as a hom
e to m

any 
nationalities in the present day. B

ut perhaps m
ost im

portantly, 
the public art plan w

ill look to the future, acknow
ledging the 

need for trans-generational thinking w
hen expressing culture in 

art form
 giving a voice and opportunity to the local com

m
unity 

and its artists.

W
aterloo 

South’s 
fine 

grain 
street 

grid 
and 

open 
space 

arrangem
ent provides an opportunity to explore the possibilities 

of public art as a cultural presence and com
m

unity builder. 
The public dom

ain and streetscape w
ill offer a canvas for 

interpretation, and enhance social connections, strengthening 
the com

m
unities  experience at eye level. Public art w

ill 
contribute to bringing spaces to life and transform

ing them
 from

 
day to night, creating vibrant spaces for people to live, w

ork 
and play.

The public art plan for W
aterloo South recognises and interprets 

W
aterloo’s environm

ental heritage, practices and possibilities. 
Public art w

ill be robust, of high quality and ecologically 
sustainable w

hilst initiating conversation and education around 
sustainability 

particularly 
connected 

w
ith 

W
aterloo 

South’s 
w

ater story. Inclusion of num
erous W

SU
D

 initiatives across 
W

aterloo South, significantly along G
eorge Street is w

here art 
and environm

ent w
ill seek to express the connection betw

een 
sustainability, nature and built environm

ent.

The Estate com
m

unity is culturally com
plex and m

ulti- cultural. 
Through public art, a sense of place and com

m
unity unique 

to the Estate w
ill em

erge providing opportunities to build 
know

ledge and skills. The quality of this engagem
ent w

ill be 
apparent through the m

om
ents of interaction and participation 

betw
een com

m
unity m

em
bers and the artw

orks. This diversity 
in form

 and subject w
ill contribute to the creation of a supportive, 

equal and collaborative com
m

unity.

Recognising the site’s A
boriginal and ‘m

aking’
history. C

elebrating the stories of W
aterloo

through art

O
ff

ering the streetscape and public dom
ain

as a canvas for interpretation and to enhance
com

m
unity social connections

C
reating an em

bedded approach through
durable and ecologically sustainable public art

Integrated public art projects that recognise
existing and future com

m
unities

Legend
Legend

Legend
Legend

A
ccessible Local M

ovem
ent Route

W
ater Story

1. G
atew

ays
2. M

ajor Parks
3. W

aterloo M
etro H

ub
4. C

om
m

unity Spaces

A
rt Lanes

G
eorge Street / Pedestrian B

oulevard
W

ater Sensitive U
rban D

esign

W
aterloo South
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LegendA
ccessible Local M

ovem
ent Route

1. G
atew

ays
2. M

ajor Parks
3. W

aterloo M
etro H

ub
4. C

om
m

unity Spaces

A
rt Lanes

B
io Retention

A
cross W

aterloo South, there are m
any opportunities for public art to 

w
ork as an im

portant com
ponent of the urban landscape. The prim

ary 
locations for public art are all prim

ary public spaces, streets, lanew
ays 

and com
m

unity hubs.

The opportunities for public art are also m
axim

ised by understanding 
the breadth of public art that is available. Sculpture, lighting, tem

porary 
and fixed art, street art, m

urals, perform
ance or events, and pavem

ent 
/ facade art are just a sm

all assortm
ent of the categories of public  art 

possibilities. 

A
s a significant aspect and voice for the Estate, the W

aterloo South 
Public A

rt Plan aim
s to explore the contribution of these art form

s 
to the canvas of the Estate, reflecting culture and com

m
unity life, 

w
hilst strengthening the com

m
unity’s connection to W

aterloo at eye 
level, contributing to an activated public dom

ain that engages the 
com

m
unity and creates a w

elcom
ing and distinct place. 

Refer to the W
aterloo South Public A

rt Plan prepared by M
ilne and 

Stonehouse for further inform
ation.

Ensuring all areas of W
aterloo South 

explore the potential of public art as 
a m

echanism
 for cultural expression, 

collaboration and w
ayfinding
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Fig. 7.3.301 Public A
rt O
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Fig. 7.3.302 Sydney Lanew
ays A

rt Program
, 2017

PU
B

LIC
 A

R
T A

N
D

 W
AY

FIN
D

IN
G

Fig. 7.3.304 W
alk the W

alls C
arringbah

U
sing public art as a public dom

ain 
guidance tool that is inform

ative 
and fun to encourage pedestrian 
m

ovem
ent throughout W

aterloo 
South

Public art is often associated w
ith w

ay finding, as it delivers recognisable 
and unique elem

ents to an otherw
ise typical public dom

ain. Public art 
can be used as a m

echanism
 for delivering unique visual m

odes, that 
can be translated and associated w

ith particular locations. There is 
the potential to use pieces of public art in larger open spaces to m

ake 
sub-spaces easily identifiable and com

m
unicable. 

Public art as a w
ay finding m

easure also includes the treatm
ent of 

pavem
ent and facades to define direction and destination. H

aving 
public art that responds to the conditions of both day and night, can 
encourage the use of spaces and provide a safe night environm

ent. 
U

sing lighting system
s as a com

ponent of public art can diversify the 
night tim

e street scape and provide sim
ple m

ethods of direction. 

Integrating new
 technologies and using art and w

ayfinding 
diversity to deliver a public dom

ain that is easy to navigate for all 
m

em
bers of the com

m
unity

C
reating and im

proving com
m

unity connections through public
art

W
aterloo South w

ill be hom
e to people of varied nationality, ability and age. 

In considering this, all signage and w
ay finding m

easures w
ill w

ork to im
prove 

accessibility for all groups. Traditional m
easures including tactile locations and 

signalised intersections could be im
proved w

ith the introduction of digital and 
audible technologies. Public art has an im

portant role in providing equitable access, 
w

ith colour and sensory stim
ulations introduced to ease w

ay finding for those w
ho 

m
ay experience diffi

culty m
oving through W

aterloo South. 

The A
ccessible Local M

ovem
ent Route w

ill provide an accessible route for all 
residents and w

ill feature public art that is both aesthetically pleasing, engaging 
and responsive to the needs of the com

m
unity. A

long this route, public art plays 
the role of a w

ay finding m
easure, visual locator and reflector of culture providing 

an inviting experience through W
aterloo South w

hile illum
inating W

aterloo’s unique 
character and heritage.

Public art m
ethods can be im

portant in easy w
ay finding, including selective 

treatm
ents of pavem

ent, lighting arrangem
ents and street art or m

urals. The 
potential of public art and signage can also be explored. Public art can diversify the 
landscape, prom

ote a colourful and creative com
m

unity, and im
prove connections 

betw
een the diverse com

m
unities w

ithin the Estate.

Fig. 7.3.303 Southbank C
rossing, London

Fig. 7.3.305 Pink Street, Lisbon
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Fig. 7.3.306 C
ity of Sydney Legible Sydney

Fig. 7.3.307 C
ity of Sydney Legible Sydney

Fig. 7.3.308 C
ity of Sydney Legible Sydney

A
 holistic approach to future w

ay finding and signage w
ill aim

 to 
contribute to the developm

ent of an accessible and pedestrian 
friendly public dom

ain through the im
plem

entation of contem
porary 

strategies. 

A
ll w

ayfinding and signage w
ill be consistent w

ith the design objectives 
and key principles of the C

ity of Sydney Legible W
ay finding Strategy 

(2012). The strategy w
ill ensure that W

aterloo South is easily navigated 
by locals and tourists alike, using clear and consistent w

ay finding 
m

easures throughout. 

Sim
plified and legible street scapes have econom

ic benefits, w
ith 

retailers benefiting from
 regular pedestrian traffi

c. H
aving a legible 

street scape extends to all people, w
ith the strategies im

plem
ented 

reflecting the needs of all com
m

unity m
em

bers, including those w
ith 

disabilities and im
pairm

ents. Signage, defined pathw
ays and crossing 

points are all im
portant com

ponents of the public dom
ain. Increased 

pedestrian participation is a positive contributing factor to a safe 
public dom

ain.

Signage location and distribution w
ill be balanced across W

aterloo 
South, w

hilst also applying consistency in form
 and style for ease of 

legibility. Regulating the signage of com
m

erce in the public dom
ain w

ill 
deliver a consistent dialogue betw

een the com
m

unity and W
aterloo 

South’s com
m

ercial operators.

D
elivering a legible W

aterloo 
South that encourages pedestrian 
m

ovem
ent, w

ith com
fort and ease
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Fig. 7.3.309 Indicative C
G

I: W
aterloo C

om
m

on facing east
Source: V

irtual Ideas, 2020
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